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D "20 bs wy THE 
| Moſt Reverend Father in GO D, 
| A | His GRACE 


F 4 Ws 7 HOMAS, 
DO dence F 
Lord Archbil 4 Canterbury, | 


Primate ati 
_ England, *® G. 


I Y LORD, 

FOUR Grace being not 
- only by Your Place and 
*rr0g but by Your own 
Choice and voluntary AR, 
the Grand Patros of our Reti- 
gion, it cannot be improper 


ro preſent You with theſe 
| brit 
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_ tn themſelves vary mean and 

- .inconſiderable, and unworthy 
of Your Graces View, are 
a Vindication of that Holy 
Cauſe againſt the , repeated 
Cavik {and /bold Inſults of | 
Your Gracewith a, very deep 
Reſcntmentznd Regret * ob- 
ſerves J>are of late grown ve- 
ry numerous. How vigoroul- 
ly Your Lordſhip hathattack- 
ed this fort of Men, is well 
known to the World ; ; and 
that hitherto they have, not 
been able to bring about cheir 
impious Deſigns, is in great 
part, owing to Your Lord- 


Pr of of the Foll t Acheiſm. - Serm t the 
Quad ci ; ſhip's 


"The Epifle\Didicatory 
ſhifs's ſacceſstylArremiprs. I 


| prefume, from r eEncourage- 
ment which to” Huſtriqus: an 
| Example hath piven me, ro 
F Engage inthe fame Cauſe, 
| that 1s, to lay open the Folly 
* and Abſardiry of their Preten- 
ces,” and withall to diſcover 
? ſome of. thoſe Heads ' and 
3 Springs whence the Acheiſtick 
|  Apprchenſionsof thelſepreſent 
4 Times ariſe, and pH 
Y rhey are fed and nouriſhed. 
4 WhichT hope will be of good 
2 uſe ro thoſe who defire to be. 
E caution'd againſt the Venom 
of this Raging Evil, and will 
in ſome meaſure operate even 
on thoſe who are infeted and 
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T he Epiftle: Deatcatory. 
corrupted with, it already. | 
| am ſenſible how Precious 
Your Grace's Minutes are. in | 
this time of extraordinary Bu-| p 
finels and Emergency ; and 
therefore I will not be injuri- * 
ous to the Publick by any 
farther Applications to Your 
Grace. Only I ſuperadd my 
hearty Prayers for Your 
Health and. long Lite, where y/ 
in the Common W eltare ina | 


Happineſs both of Church * 


and State are ſo much invol- | 


ved : And lo I ſubſcribe m5 
ſelf, 


Your Graces 
Moſt Dutiful Son, 
and Devoted Servant, b 


Fobn E dwards. L 
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PREFACE. 


Deſigning, by the Divine Help and 
ConautF, to defend the Exiſtence. and 
Providence of God by Arguments 
drawn both from the Greater and the 
Leſſer World; it is my Requeſt to the 
Reader, that he would accept of this Brief 
Eſlay iz the mean time, which I conceive 
will be a ſuitable Introduftion and Prepara- 
tive to that other Undertaking, For as in 
that intended Diſcourſe I ſhall carefully trace 
and diſcover the Footſteps of the Divinity 
every where; (o here | make it my Buſineſs 
to ſhew how frequent and obvious the Occa- 
lions of Drsbelievins it are. By which 
means we ſball effeFually leara how to purge 
our Minas of thoſe ill Qualities which natu- 
rally are ſubſervient to Atheiſm 3 we ſhall 
know how to remove thoſe Stumbling-blocks, 
FO anſwer thoſe Objettions, and to clear up 
thoſe Miſtakes nhich uſually betray Men to 
this Infidelity. And thus there will be 4 
Way 
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Way made for what T defign. © Perſons will 
be fitted r0 receive axd retain the Impreſli- ; 
ons which thoſe Topicks that I ſhall after- 

wards make choice of will enſtamp upon their 
Minds : And I hope the Age, which hath | 
lately: been ſtigmatized with Marks of A- 
theiſm, will for the future be renowned for 
theſe truly illuſtrious and glorious Chara- 
Qters. 

I will only farther acquaint the Reader, 
that ſome part of what T here offer ( viz. 
ſuch Particulars as I thought were convent- 
ent for an uſual «nd mix'd Auditory) was 
deliver 'd lately in one of the City-Pulpits; © 
and the other Heads, with their Enlarge- 
ment (which are of ſomewhat # different 
train, and are chiefly adapted to the Curious 
and Inquiſitive) are an Addition ſince. But 
as I have added ſeveral things, ſo I have 
omitted ſome, at the Deſire of thoſe who *: 
are concern'd in both. This is all that 1 

. bad to advertiſe the Reader of; and ſo I © | 
Farewel. y 
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F SOME 
of Concerning the 


{Cauſes and Occaſions 
7 0 F 


' ATHEISM 


HAT che World was not 
void of Atheiſts in King 
f David's time, may be ga- 
© chered from his Words in Pſalm 
= xiv. 1. The Fool hath ſaid in his beart, 
= There is no God, Bur it 1s excced- 
Z ingly co be Iamenced, thac che num- 
ber of chem is much increaſed lince, 
© yea, that it is the Unhappineſs of 
© this Preſent Age, to be peſterd 
. with 


2 Some Thoughts concerning 


with not a few of them. Notwith- 
(tanding thoſe cogent and inconte- 
ſtable Arguments for a Deity which 
are ſuggeſted from the Holy Scri-| 
pcures, and the Natural Reaſonings | 
of ſober Minds, there 1s {till an 
Atherſtical Spirit prevailing in the Þ# 
World. There 1s a fort of Menf 
Cif I may call them ſo whoſe boldþ 
infidelity is ſo Irrational and Bru-F! 
tiſh ) that reckon the Notion of a 
God to be a Melancholick Concett, . 
and che mere Efkect of Credulity 
and Ignorance, Yea, there are = 
chat paſs for Wits, who ſtrive for 
the honour of being accounted the |! ' 
moſt 4ble Atheiſts of rhe Age. 2 
Wherefore, inſtead of rehearling 
or urging choſe Topicks which are # 
wont to be produced for the Proof j 
of the Divmty ; my Buſineſs at® 
preſent ſhall be, to enquire into hel 
C auſes of Htheiſm, which now vaunts 7 
ic ſelf with an impudent Fore-head, þ 
and| 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 3 


and begins*to boaſt that it hath. 
got Footing 1n a great part of the 
World. | 
# TI will fearch into the Occaftons, 
gs Þ either real or pretended '(for I will 
an mention both) of this Reigning 
he & Miſchief. I will ſew you on what 
en Grounds the Impious do at this Day 
Idþ notanly, with the Plalmiſt's Atherſt- 
u-F* cal Fool, ſay im their Hearts, but open- 
a | Iy and avowedly proclaim to the: 
r, World, that there is no God, that 15,NO/ 
yy, Supreme 'Over-ruling Being of in- 
ce finite PerfeCtion, no eternally Wile, 
r Intelligent, and Omniſcient Sub- 
{tance that at firſt gave Exiſtence 
to all things, and ever ſince up- 
holds them, and takes care of them. 
LI aſhgn Ignorance to be one 
great Spring: of this groſs Unbelief. 
As knowing as the World is at this 
day, there are too many People 
of inferiour Rank whoſe Education 
hath been fo unhappy, that _ 
ave 
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have. not been inſtructed in! the: 
Common Principles of Religion; 
and they are more unhappy in that 
they will not allow themſelves time 
ws Jafure/to look into: their own 
Minds, \and to rouze thoſe'inbred 
Noxions which are implanced'thers 
by Gad, anbirkidirwoukd (if rhey 
would:give way) lead chem, to by 
Wiherefor. i it is the 'Conoery. of all 
Perſons, ' to. know how to converſe 
with Themſelves, and\to:rifle their 
own Breaſts; that 'they may fmq 4: 
Deity wrieten! there 2)ahd ibefides, 
they ” ſhould: be ardful £0! _ 
fork 6 aiftock/ of m— trom 
withovt, |that they ma Ierſtand 
their Religion, 5s _ ibe ſeducd 
by Atheiftical Notjons: thar fly' up 
ad down-every where; 
Bur: this grſt. Cauſe: which 1 af- 
fign of Atheiſm, is not only ta be 
found-in ſome: meaner ſort of Peo- 
ple who have nor time (as they or- 
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der their Affairs) to think of a God, 
bur 1n others of a higher Rank and 
Qualicy 3 for by Ignorance I mean 


a.wiltul '2nd fottiſh ſtifling of na-. 


rural, Notions and Impreſſions : 
And this fometimes prevails in Men 
of great Parts and Knowledge. 


Think it nor ſtrange that I reck- 


on ſuch! Perſons in the number of 
the Igxorant ;. for ( to ſpeak imparti- 
ally.) they are ſo: and this was the 
Seniſe of the * wiſe(t Pagans long 
{ince., For:t6,have no Knowledge, 
and to {tifle-it,. is the ſame thing ; 
which 'is. the Caſe of theſe Men: 
chey make. their buſineſs to choak 
che innate Principles of thetr Minds, 
and / t9, diſregard thoſe Notices 
which - their: Natures ſuggeſt to 
chem. Thus thefe Perfons are ſtub- 
barnly.. #hd | obſtinately 7gnorant. 


CO — 


—_—_— 


* *AviyToy ardyxy X, 43% 1), xy 7 vor drinrer. 


Hizrocl. - 


ſtings 


Whatever their Pretences and Boa- 


KA 


* _ + mo _ 9 - 
-. a , : k pw - "* "* F 
LEY 5 n ht —_ n 
*4 < OD TOES - _ 
re ata fl. AE ee nn F-» vw © Y 
CODON 4 + - we" 4 yo See - - 


oy , ——_— ww ww ' han.” c__— 7 ot dt Dae 
Ws . Alt > #68 4k a 4 4 
2 * *. > r ny v ” — "RT 
. - | . : at alt eva Pad 
OP HAT a Go aA 
A a OY " : _— —— — - 
" * —_— 
AB 1% 225 REA Ee. AP itt 2 7 Res. 1. 
wopgor ears. 


- Some Thoughts concernims 


| ſtings be, their Atheiſm proceeds 


from want of Learning and Wit. 
For tis not the part of a Learned 
and Ingenious Man to deſtroy the 
Notions of : Mankind, ' and pull 
down what-hath been built by the 
univerſal Suffrage of the World, 
and in 1ts place to erect -a Conceit 
of his own: Some may take ſuch 


for Brainiſh and Scholat-like fort 


of Men, but then theſe are fo with- 
qut T hmkmg';" for it is the want of 
this that makes them what they are. 


Or, to fay the beſt of this kind of 
Men, an Atherft 1s but a half-witted 


Perſon : He' hath perhaps made 


ſome Attempts in Science, but to 


little purpoſe : He hath atrain'd to 
ſome ſlight and trivial Notions; 
but hath not penetrated into the 
heart of Things ; ' and thence it 
comes to paſs, that he is full of 
Doubts and Cavils, which he is 
able to raiſe, but he hath not Skill 


and 
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and Ability enough to anſwer them. 
Wherefore it was excellently faid 
of my Lord Bacm, * 4 little Phito- 
fophy mnclines mens minds to Atheiſm ; 
but depth in Philoſophy brings 
mens minds about to Religton and 
a Deity. Thus chough this nuſ- 
ſhapen Monſter would be thought 
ro be the genuine iſſue of True 
Wiſdom and Sound Knowledge, 
yer it 15 really the daughter of an 
Aﬀected Ignorance. Wheretore to 
ſecure your ſelves againſt Atheiſm, 
be'careful that you blind not your 
minds ; willingly receive the rays 
of light into your fouls, cheriſh all 
ſound'notions and conceptions, -ard 
by all proper methods bring” your 
ſelves to a righe-underſtanding, and 
ſteady embracing of all che Funda- 
mental Principles of your Religion. 

IT. There is great D:/mgenutty 
and unhandſome Dealing in the caſe, 
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elſe we ſhould not have ſo much 
| Atheiſm, Here I will prove, that 
they do not act fairly, but that they 
are Ungenteel, which perhaps will 
affect theſe Perſons more than any 
thing that I can ſay. What they 
are willing and forward to grant 1n 
other matters, and on other occaſ1- 
ons, they refuſe to grant here, yea 
they utterly deny it, though there 
be the ſame reaſon for one as the 
other. This plainly appears by their 
Objettions. 
As firſt, they tell us they have 
no Senſible Notices of a God, and 
therefore they cant admit of it; 
for all che knowledge ( fay they) 
which we have of things, is deriv'd 
to us from Senſe. Bur here we ſee 
that theſe Men are Partial and Diſ- 
INgenuous, for they w1ll not deny 
that there are many things which 
they judge not of by Senſe ; they 
grant that the ſwiftneſs of Motion 
often- 


#) 
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- oftentimes out-runs the nimbleſt 
= Senſe, and the Obſervation of rhe 


# 


quickeſt eye; yet they do not de- 
ny the Motion it ſelf ; The Elemeit 
of Air, im which they datly con- 


verſe, 1s not ſeen, nor 15 it heard 


or felt ( unleſs when 'tis extraordi- 
narily moved and diſturbed, which 
1s but ſeldom:) nor will they fay 
chey taſte it; and tis as certain that 
chey cannot ſmell it, (for this is. 
only the Vehicle of Smells, but 1s 
noC 1t ſelf the objeft of that ſenſe ) 


| and yer theſe nice Gentlemen do 
not deny the Exiſtence of the 4tr. 
"They can by none of their Senſes 


diſcern the Motion of the Sx, 


Moon, and Stars ( or, as perhaps 
they think ic moſt proper to lay, 
che Earth ), and yer chere 1s not a 


: - man of them thar denies that they 
© move. It cant be determind by 
* Senſe, whether the Sun be bigger 
2 chan ir appears to be, and there- 
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fore\ Epicurus ( who was a great 
Man for Senſe) held it was of no 
oreater dimenſion than it ſeems to | 
the Eye to be; yea, of no greater 

heat in it ſelf than it ſeems to the = 
Feeling to be here on Earth. And 
the Atheiſtical Poet, who borrow d 
his Notions from him, was of the 
ſame mind, 


Nec nimio ſolis major rota, nec minor ardor 


Efſe poteſt noſtris quam ſenſibus eſſe videtar. 
Lucret. lib. 5. 


This 1s certain, that the things 
that are leaſt diſcernible a&t molt. 
The Animal Spirits, which do all 
the great things in our bodies, are 
themſelves Imperceptible. They are | 
che Inſenſible and Inviſible Parts, as | 
Spirits, Wind, Subtile matter, Ex- © 
halations, which ( being agitated ) 
do the chiefeſt Exploits in Nature. 
Thereare Fine Particles and Atoms | 
diffuſed through all bodies whatſo- * 
ever ; and theſe are the cauſe of | 
Senſe 
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| Senſe and Motion in Animals : by 
help of theſe, Minerals, Plants, and 
: all Vegetables, are brought to per- 


fection. Theſe Inviſible Agents 
eftect ſtrange things, and aft moſt 
wonderfully in the World. The 
Nutritious Fuyce in the Nerves, if 
we may credit the famous Gl:ſſon, 
1s of mighty uſe and influence : yer 
(as he confeſſes himſelf) there are 
no Cavities to be ſeen to convey it, 
and none of this Succus 15 ever dif- 
cernd in the difleCting of Animals. 
Notwithſtanding this, ſome Phy- 
ficians of the moſt piercing Judg- 
menr, have granted (whatever they 
do now ) the real being of it. And 
in other Inſtances it might be ſhew- 
ed, that Senſe 1s not always made a 
Judge even 1n ſenfible Objects, but 
we gather the being and operation 
of them from Reaſon and Diſcourſe. 
This the perſons whom we are now 
dealing with do not deny, but even 

B 3 praCtiſe 
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practiſe ir themſelves, and are w1l- 
ling to allow of it. Why therefore 
are they fo void of Ingenuity and 
fair-dealing, as not. to admit of the 
ſame 1n che caſe that 1s before us ? 
Why do they moſt irrationally de- 
ny a God becauſe they do nor ap- 
prehend him by Bodily ſenſe, when- 
as they judge not of ſome other 
things by Senſe, nay though. they 
be proper objeCts of it? Thus is a 
plain proof of theſe mens walful 
Prejudice and Partiality, eſpecially 
if 1 add, that God is infinitely far- 
ther removed from our moſt exalt- 
ed Apprehenſ1ons, than the Sun ( of 
which we ſpoke before) is. from 
this Earth. Thus Glorious Sun 
* dwelleth in that light which no. man 
can approach unto, a ih no man. bath 
Jeen, or a ſee. F 
: Secondly, they tel} us that there 
are Great Difficulties in-conceiving a 


* 3 Tim. 6. 15. 


God 
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the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 15 
God, and they are loth to ſwallow 
theſe down: and more eſpecially the 
notion of a Sprrity 1. e. a Being that 
1s void of Matter and Body 1s too 
hard to be conceivd by them, and 
therefore ſeeing we hold God to be. 
a Spirit, they can form no concepti- 
on of him. | I will reply to both 
the parts of this Objection diſtinCt- 
ly: and firſt as to the General Ca- 
vil, That this notion 1s accompani- 
ed with Difficulties, I anſwer, there 
are great Difficulties in other mat- 
ters, which yet they leap over with 
eaſe, and do not disbelieve the 
things themſelves becauſe of rhe 
Difficulties that attend them. Ie 15 
very hard to explain how a little 
Wheel of two inches diameter, fix- 
ed on the ſame Axi] with two great- 
er Wheels of ten inches a-piece, 
moving together ( the greater ones 
on the ground, the leſſer on a table) 
ſhould move over the very ſame 
B 4 {pack 
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ſpace in equal time, with equal ro- 
ration with the greater ones : and 
yet the thing it {elf is not denied 
by any one. And many other puz- 
zling Problems might be mention- 
ed, where the Hardſhip doth not 
diſcourage them from embracing 
them. Bur I will inſtance in one +: 
of their own Hypotheſes, v:z.. that | 
of Atonis, which they chuſe to folve 
the Original of the World by, that ': 
they may evade the mſuperable Diffi- + 
cultzes (as they think them.) of the © 
Acknowledgment of a-God. If they | 
ſay that theſe Atoms had their Ex- 
ittence from Themſelves, then in- ©: 
itead of denying one God, they afſ- 
fere many, for Self-exiſtence is of | 
the very nature and eſſence of a Dei- 
ty; wherefore if they were all from 
themſelves, they are all Gods. If 
rhey ſay that otEer Matter or Atoms 
were the tir{t Cauſe of theſe, then 
they run co Infinity, and no body 


$ IO 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 15 
t 1s able to trace them. If they ſay 
2; they are of Nothing, then they had 
7 as good have begun with that, and 
> have confelled in plain terms, that 
- +» the World was made out of No- 
ta thing, and then they come ro us, 
> > but they are reſolved they will not 
? >- do that. Thus they are confound- 
. £ 
, 


ed as td the Riſe and Origme of their 
Atoms. 
*} Then, as to their Motwon, whence 
- » had they that ? either of themſelves 
> =» or of an other? They could not 
7 { have it of Themſelves, for we ſee 
' 1f 15 not of the nature of Matter to 
= move: 1t 1$1n it ſelf a dull and in- 
> ert, a lumpiſh and unactive thing. 
If this Motion was impreſs d on it 
*Z by an Other, then that was either 
3 ſome other Matter, or ſomething elſe. 
If they hold che former, they run 
again mm infnitum, and he 1s a di- 
= ſtracted man that will run after 
them. If chey maintain the latter, 
they 
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they betray their Cauſe,and acknow- 


ledge a Sprrit, for there 1s no real | 


and ſubſtantial thing beſ1des Mat- 
cer and Spirit, In brief, whether 
che former or the Jatter Aſſertion 
be held by them, they do in a man- 
ner own what they deny ; for we 
will not diſagree about che Name, 
if we can agree on the Thing it ſelf. 
That Being or Agent which gave 
the firſt Motion to things, 1s God. 

If atrer all they ſay, chat Matter 
had this Motion by Chance, and fo 
was neither from ic ſelf or any 
other, they talk more abſurdly and 
wildly than before ; for Chance is a 
Word made to fignifie only the 
unexpetted bappening of a thing, but 
doth not 1mport that there was no 
Cauſe or Author at all of it. But 
however, if they will ſtand to this 
( as generally they do ) that Matter 
at firſt had a ſtrong power by 
Chance to Jump into an Orderly Sy- 
ſtem 
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em of Heavens, Earth, Sea, &c. 


| 


Zhen I ask chem, Whar ; 1s the rea- 


? ſon that, there hath been nothing of 


: this nature fince? What reaſon can 

be given why all the Atoms and 
: Eftluviums-1n the ſeveral Ages and 
© Succeſhons of Time, ever {tmce this 


- vilible World had its being, have 


- nor produced ſome excellent Frame 


either like this World, or of an 
other nature ? What ! 1s (SER Lucky 
Chance quite ccasd ? Is this F Ye 
nate Lottery at. an end ? 1s there no 
probability of a brave forcuitous hit 


once again? Is there no ſuch fine 


; piece of work as that of Sun, Moon, 


- hd . 
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and Stars, to be expected once 
more? No: there 1s an utter de- 
ſpair of it ; for from Eternity ( ac- 


cording © them ) to-this moment, 
we have had. no ſuch good Luck, 


| 3nd therefore what reaſon have we 


ro. expect any ſuch afterwards? yea 


. ndeea, what ground have theſe 


Chance- 
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Chance-Philoſophers to think that 
there ever was any ſuch thivg? 
What reaſon have they to declare 
it to be their firm perſwaſion that 
Matter was ſet into motion from 
Eternity, and chat by the frisking , 
of its Particles, 1t at laſt danced in- 
toa World ? yet this and all the 
reſt they believe and vouch rather 
than they will hold that the begin- 
ning of things was from an Intell:- 
gent and Wiſe Berng, 

It appears hence, that they wull 
fay any thing rather than 'acknow- \ 
ledge themſelves ro be in the 

. wrong: they make nothing of talk- | 
ing 1dly and 1mpertinently, of run: | 
ning into Batiter and Nonſenſe, as | 
we have heard. They - can give | 
credit to this extravagant Fancy, | 
char an everlaſting JunGto of Atoms | 
did without Counſel and: Know- 
ledge elub together to make the ' 
World. They can tamely ſubmic 

to 


| Knockings, 
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to this unaccountable Maxim, that 
cheſe infinite Bodies, after crernal 
Bruſhings, Agitations, Encounters, 
Tiltings, Juſtlings, 
Tumblings, fell by mere Chance in- 


; to this excellent Frame that wenow 


behold. 


Thus the Atheiſt, to 
avoid ſome ſeeming Difficulties, 
runs Into thoſe which are really ſo, 
yea into the greateſt Abſurdities 
imaginable. If it be difficult to 
conceive the Self-exiſtence and Frer- 
nity of one God, ſurely it is inſu- 
perably ſo, to conceive infinite Mat- 


' ter moving 1t ſelf, and giving Being 


co it ſelf from all F cernity, It 1s 


* | plain then, that cheſe men deal nor 


tairly and uprightly, bur wiltully 


. deceive themſelves and others. They 
= cry up Reaſon, and yet maintain 
- things which are repugnant to or- 


dinary Diſcourſe and the Common 


| | Dictates of Reaſon ; and therefore 


! are rather to be exploded chan with 
much 
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much induſtry tro be confuted. 
They cannot only ſwallow down, 
- but digeſt Abſurditres when they 
think fit, and at other times they 
can” fancy them where there are 
none, nor any ſhadow of any. 
Then as to that particular Difh- 
culty, viz. That the Notion of a 
Spirit 15 inconceivable, and there- 
fore they have no conception of a 
God; I return this brief Anſwer , 
Thar if this which they fay be true, 
if ic be impoſhible to apprehend 
che Idea of a Sprr:t, then there 1s 
no ſuch thing : and if fo, then Mar- 
ter alone muſt do all things in the 
World, but particularly, ic muſt 
have Underſtanding and Knowledge, 
it muſt think and reaſon, for (what- 
ever the precarious Hypotheſis of 
Atoms ſuggeſts) the Curious frame 
of this World could not be erected 
without Knowledge and Wiſdom, 
and 1t cannot be kept up and ma- 
naped 


i 


| 
| 
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naged without theſe. Now, I ap- 


peal to any conl1derate man, whe- 


ther the flac denying of this, and 


' the aſlerting that the Dimenſuns of 


a Body are Intellettual, chat to be 
Long and to be Broad, and to be 
Deep, are Acts and Exertments of 
Reaſon or Will, and (in ſhort) char 
Extenſun is Thinking, be nor. far 


greater Abſurdities than any thing 


they 1magine to be in the notion of 
a God. Ir is a fign therefore that 
theſe men make Difficulties where 
there are none, and do not take no- 
tice of them where they are. I 
could here prove that our Faculries 
may form as clear, explicir, and 
diſtinct an idea of a Spirit (which 
they ſo much boggle and jtartle ar ) 
as they do of their own Exiſtence, 
or any other Principle in Nature ; 


| bur this I have made my task in an 


other place. 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, they tell us they can- 
not believe a Deity, becauſe there 
are no Proper Demonſtrations tO 
prove it. For you muſt know, that 
theſe Perſons whom we have to do 
with at preſent, are great men for 
Demonſtrations, Bur I anſwer, The 
Exiſtence of many things in the 
World cannot be made out by De- 
mouſtration, ſtrictly ſo called, and 
yet no man queſtions the reality of 
chem. The $kilfulleſt Mathemari- 
| ctan under Heaven cant demen- 
{trace that the Sun ſhines, and yet 
there 1s no doubt at al! of it, and 
he would be counted a Mad-man 
that denies it. We are morally cer- 
tain of many things which we can- 
not poſſibly demonſtrate ; but this 
doth not hinder us from yielding a 
firm aſſent to them. And 'tis cer- 
cain, that an Aſlent is as firm on 
Moral grounds as on rigid Demon- 
ſtrations, when the matter is capa- 


ble 
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ble:of no other grounds ; for the 
Evidence 1s proportionable to the 


| Matter to be proved, and that is as 


much as can be defired by any intel- 
ligent man. There can be no grea- 
ter than a Moral Certainty of a Dei- 
ty : for there are no grounds of ir 
Mathemarically-Demonſtrative. But 
by being Morally Certain we are 


certain enough, and . as certain as 


the nature of the thing will bear. 


This ſhould content any Rational 
man, and it 1s unreaſonable to de- 
mand any more. 

Then, as for thoſe Demonſtrations 
which they talk ſo much of, they 
cannot but acknowledge, that as 
they are ſometimes managed they 
yield bur little Certainty, For, not 
ro ſpeak now of the old Academics 
and Scepticks, who denied Geometri> 
cal Principles ; or of Demetrius, Sex- 
tus Empiricus, Epicurus,  Zeno, and 
others of the Ancient Philoſophers 

'C wha 
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who reaſon'd againſt them, I wall 


mention ſome of our Moderns (and 
thoſe of great Skill and Learning ) 
who have diſagreed about Mathe- 
matical Proofs , and. thereby pro- { 
claim to the World their Uncer- * 
cainty. The greateſt Aſtrologers 
hugely differ as to the diſtance of 
the Sun from the Earth. It 1s near- 

er to it ten thouſand miles than it } 
was, faith Copernicus. But . Scal:- | 


ger would have the Writings of * 
thoſe Authors who hold the Sun | 


- * m 
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15 nearer to the Earth than 'twas 1n 
former days, * to be razed out with 
ſponges, or the Writers themſelves to 
be correfted with ſtripes. And other 
very good Aſtronomers are fo far 
from conſenting to this, that they 
maintain the Sun 1s farther off from ?! 
the Earth than it was at firſt. An 
yet on both ſides they proceed on +? 
Mathemancal grounds. There is no 


* Exercitat, gg. 


Mathe- | 


| 
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| Mathematical Demonſtration for 
| Comets being above or below the 
Moon, faith * Reccrotur, a very $kil- 
ful Mathemarician : but others of 
&þ that Faculty have pretended much 
to the contrary. The Paralax is well 
known to be a Mathematical buki- 
neſs, that by which the Planets are 
Judged to be higher or lower : bur 
| thegreateſt Aſtronomers have quar- 
| relld with one another about this 
' Dod&trine. Tjcho 1s for it; bur 
j. Claramontius 15 again(t it ; and Ga- 
| lileus even explodes the Proof 
brought from the Paralax. Dr. 
[Wallis and Mr. Hobbes s Contraſts 
in Print, ſhew that Mathematicks 
are dubious : and this latter (who 
was ſo {tiff an Oppoſer of the No- 
tion of a Spirit, and conſequently 
of a Deity) finds fault with all 
Geometrictans, old and new, in his 
Book entituled The Principles and 


* De Comets, 


[2 Ratio- 
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Ratiocination of Geometrictans. Car- 
_ -ges's Dioptricks and Geometry are pre- 
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rended to be battled by other; Lear- 
ned Mathematicians,, as Bourd, 


Hobbes, Fermat. Franciſcus du Lau- 


rens, and Dr, Wallis, ſcuffle about 
a Mathemarical Problem. - So that 
it ſeems it 15 not an Infallible Sci- 
ence. 1 am certatn, ſaith Gy Dr. Hen- 
ry More, that Mathematical Certutude 
it ſelf is not abſolute. There is an 


Eſſay of Dr. Pell to ſhew the Errors 


and Miſtakes of the beſt and moſt 


celebrated Aſtronomers for - want 
of better Knowledge in Geometry. 


Even 4+ Monſieur Malebranch, a 


protound Admurer and Follower of 
Deſcartes, acknowledges that in his 
Geometry there are ſome footſteps of the 
weakneſs of the humane mind. And I 
will conclude with the Words of 
One that was known tc be eminent 


TT —{ ee. arm —_— 
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in Mathematical Studies, * Even in 
Geometry and Arithmetick (faith he) 
how many thmgs are forcibly concluded 


.to be true which are mexplicable, un- 


imaginable, mcomprehenſuble ? 

Thus you ſee che Mathematical 
Certainty which ſome men talk of, 
is not ſo eaſily to be attain'd as 
they fancy. Diſputes have place 
in Geometry; Demonſtrations ſome- 
times prove to be Paralog:ſms. But 
as for a Mathematical Demonſtra- 
tion for the proof of a GOD, it 
is vainly and unreaſonably required, 
becauſe there can be no ſuch thing, 
for the matter will not bear it. 
Wherefore though + fome Dzvines 
have been great Phzlofophers and 
Mathematicians, yer they never at- 
tempted any ſuch thing. A man 


es 


* Biſhop Ward's Serm. + Copernicus, Lansbergius, 
Clavius, Petavius, Tacquet, Scheiner, Gaſſendus, Fro- 
mondus, Kircher, Ricciolus, Oughtred, Ward, Wallis, 
More, Glanvil. 


ge muſt 
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muſt not.expect to have eyery thing 
proved the ſame way. If we have 
things evidenced: by the Arguments 
—— they are capable of, it 1s fa- 
tisfaCtory, and every wiſe man reſts 
in it. And theſe men themlſelves.do 
ſo in other things : they acquieſce 
in that Evidence which the things 
admit of, and they ſeek no farther. 
Which ſhews, that in the preſent 
Caſe they are Diſingenuous, and 
Croſs-grama, and aCt merely out of 
Prejudice ; which was the thing I 
undertook to make good. Their 
Infncerity nouriſhes their Atheiſm. 
'Therefore let us have a care that 
we give way to 00 ſuch thing. 

ITI. Another Cauſe of this Per- 


nicious Opinion, 1s, Oftentation of |} 


Wit. For you may take notice, that 
this Miſchievous Plant ſprings from 
Contrary Seeds. As before this 
kind of men put on a very grave 
and fold Countenance, ſo now 


they 
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4 they ſhew themſelves to be very 


Pleaſant and Airy, and ſet up for 
the Art of Drolling. Before they 
appear d like Philoſophers, now 


F they come upon the Stape like 


Bufftoons. Then with a Magiſteri- 
al Grimace they affected Demon- 
{trations ; now nothing will pleaſe 
them but the Comical part. Ir is 
obſervable, that they are a ſort of 
Jeſting, Scofhng People, giving 
themſelves to Railery and Bur- 
lefque. And 1t 1s this Jocular Hu- 
mour that in part betrays them ro 
Atheiſm, for they take liberty co 
jeſt with their Maker. Theſe 
witty and facetious Folks muſt 
needs play with Heaven, and laugh 
God out of his being. They are 
defective in ſound Learning and 


| Judgment, and in the place of theſe 


have a fanciful way of Jeering, 
which they addiCt themſelves 1m- 
moderately to. Democritus was the 

M4 great 
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great Aſlerter of Eternal Matter , 
and thought that the Caſual Motion 
of it was the Cauſe of all things: 
the influence of which Principle on 
his Cogirations, made him at laſt 
Jaugh art every thing he ſaw, and 
mock at all Actions and Occurren- 
ces of humane life ; for tis certain 
that if chey are all by Chance, they 
are to be denied. The Followers 
of this Great Man have learnt from 
him to be Laughing Phuloſophers ; 
and there are abundance of this 
Sect now-a-days. Thus I look up- 
on as one Cauſe of the great 4therſm 
of this Age. They think ther 
Tongues are ther own, and they may 
ſay what they pleaſe ; and they per- 
{wade themſelves, thac what 1s wit- 
tily ſaid is well ſaid. Hence theſe 
Sparks venture to ridicule Religi- 
on, to ſcoft at Virtue and Piery, 
and tov mock God himſelf. Then 
at laſt they really believe what they 
$1 | fancyd, 
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fancy d, arid jeltingly utterd ; and 
they aſlert in good earneſt whar at 
firſt perhaps was ſaid only in Mer- 
riment. Wherefore, to guard your 
ſelves from Atheiſm, be always ve- 
ry Serious, and abhor the ſporctul 
vein, the flaſhy fancy of chele men, 
who think they cant be men of 
Parts unlets they inake a mock of 
God and Religion. Whereas the 
Brighteſt and moſt Accompliſh'd 
Heads ever exploded this: and in 
our own Nation we have abundant 
Inſtances of this, that even the 
* Wiſeſt and the Wirtieſt Men 
(tho no Church-men or Divines ) 
have exprelsd their deep ſenſe of 
God and ſerving him, and defied 
the contrary Profane Atherſtical hu- 
mour. 

IV. Pride and Self-conceztt may 
juſtly be reckond another Spring 


 — 


l 


* Sir Tho. More, Sir Phil. Sidney, $:r W. Raleigh, Sir 
Hen. Wotton, Lord Bacon, Myr. Selden, Mr. Cowley, ©c- 


of 
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of Atheiſm. Men in chis and for- | 
mer Ages have thoughr it below {| 
them to go tarftely- along with the | 
generality of Mankind in aflerting | 
a Deity. They would be thought *' 
wiſer than others : and conſequent= | 
ly they affect to go againſt a com- 
monly receiv d Notion. But more 
particularly theſe High-Flyers ac- 
count it baſe and ſneaking to liſten 
to an Old Story of Rel:gzon, and to 
ſubmic their Beliet to the Harangues 
of the Parſons, as they are pleas d to 
word it. Eſpecially Great Men are 
apt to be poſleſſed with this Pride, 
and conſequently to be Atheiſtical. 
They ſtrongly incline to King 4/- | 
phonfus s 1mpious Bravado, That if 
he had been preſent at the C reation, 
he would have framed the World better 
; than tis now, There is in many an 
exceſſive Deſire of a Name and 
Vogue; and they think to obtain 
them by ſcorning the Common 
way, 
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way, and going out of the beaten 
road, by giving the Lye to all 
Mankind. And though one would 
think that they might ſhew the 
ſubtilty of their Wir by diving far- 
ther into things than the V ulgar, 
and not by calting oft the agiced 
Senciments of Mankind ; by refi- 
ning and improving the Frinciples 
of Nature, and not by nulling and 
evacuating them ; yet they chooſe 
te latter, char they may ( as they 
think) give the greater proof of 
cheir Wir and Parts, and that 1t 
may be ſeen that chey are able to 
weather a Cauſe be it never ſo bad. 
To maintain this all ſober Conſ1de- 
rations are poſtpond ; they ſuper- 
c1l1ouſly renounce (when they are 
in the Humour) all Reaſon and 
Arguments ; they arrogantly reſolve 
to hold the Concluſion, whatever 
becomes of the peor Premiſes. 
Atheiſm owes its Being much to 

this, 
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this, as I apprehend ; as I think it 
it is ſufficiently evident from what 
I] have ſaid before, when I ſhew d 
that they chuſe rather to maintain 
the greateſt Abſurdities, than to 
adhere toa Received Truch. Where- 
fore that we may effeCtually prevent 
this Folly in our ſelves, let us ba- 
niſh Preſumption, Confidence, and 
Self: Conceit ; let us extirpate all 
Pride and Arrogance ; let us not 
liſt our ſelves in the number of Ca- 
pricious Opiniatours. 

V. Undue Apprehenfuns of a Dei- 
ty joynd with Superſtitzon are the 
high road to Atheiſm. Thoſe that 
think amiſs of God will eaſily be 
enclined to queſtion his Exiſtence. 
Ic 1s too true that men model the 
Divinity according to their own 
fancies : the Creature faſhions his 
Creator. Or, like him that en- 
graved his own Image in that of the 
Goddeſs, they ſhape themſelves and 
figure 
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figure out their own abſurd notions 
and conceits, whuleſt chey pretend 
to give the Pourtraiture of God. 

1 herefore impoling of falſe Do- 
Ctrines concerning the, Attrbutes of 
God 1s very pernicious, for they are 
deſtructive of his very being and 
nature. It 1s no wonder that when 


theſe come ro be ſcannd and ex- 


amined, men doubt of the, very ex- 
iſtence of God, becauſe fo irratio- 
nal and abſurd chings are attributed 
to him.,, They are loth to think 
there is ſuch a One, or they with 
there were not. - So that they en- 


deavour to deſtroy that which they 


cant endure. Thus miſtakes and 
miſprifions concerning God lead to 
Atheiſm.. Falie Conceptions of a 
Deity cxpunge at laſt the belief of 
one. 

And ſo twas of old in Paganiſm, 
Idolatry was the great morher of 
Atheiſm : groſs Superſtitton under- 
mined 
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mined the Godhead. Ic hath been 
falſly and blaſphemouſly ſaid that 
* Fear Was it which firſt introduced 
a God into the world : bur yer it 
is certainly true that T his with ſome 

rſons hath expelled-the notion of 
him out of the'world: for they be- 
ing Timerous and Melancholick 
create to themſelves ſtrange fancies 
concerning: Him whom they are to 
worſhip, and repreſent him to their 
choughts as'Severe and Tyraunical. 
And the Gentile Prieſts and Rulers 
lad hold on chis paſſion of Fear, 
and did what they could to pro- 


mote and heighten it, that thereby || 


they might keep the people in awe. 
To which purpoſe they invented 
Innumerable Rites and Ceremonies, 


many of which were harſh, trouble- 
ſom and afMliftive. So that Bigotry | 
and Exceſs in Religion made way * 
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wearied with the intolerable burden 


of it they cried out, with that Non- 
ſenſical Atheiſt, 


Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum. 


Then Religion it ſelf and the: Au- 
thor of it were diſcarded, This was 
cauſed by the. Undue' Repreſentations 
which were made of God: the 
Prieſts would havethe Superſtitious 
Bigots believe that the Drvine Nu- 
men could not be appeaſed without 
thoſe wild Obfervances. This is 
that which Plutarch took notice of, 
ctelling us that * from ſuch groſs, 


abſurd and extravagant Devotion 


men came to diſregard a Deny, and 


to conclude there 15 None rather 
' than to believe chere can be Such a 


one, one that 1s delighted with ſo 
unaccountable Ceremonies and U.- 
ſages. Therefore, to ſhut out A- 
theiſm, let us have right conceptt- 
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ons of the ;Supreme; Being whom 


we worſhip-and ſerve. | It concerns 
us to aſſert r:ghtly the nogzon of God, 
leſt otherwiſe-we {lide into a disbe- 
lief of any. Who miſrepreſenteth 
the Divine Being is 4n a ready way 
to deny, him. I9W 21 10 7 4 
VI. Corrupt 4ffettzmig and Lives | 
( for: i will joyn both theſe together, * 
becauſe. rhey are never -aſunder ) 
make men -Ather [ts, Men of de- 
praved minds and manners'doubt of | 
all Religion becauſe they Like none, | 
and at laſt they flatly deny what they 
Love not. An Atheiſt firſt delires 
and wiſhes no God, and his deſires 
and wiſhes work on his Underſtand- 
ing. His Willingneſs to have it fo 
enclines him to believe it. He eaſily 
credits what he longs for : his Af- 
tection corrupts his Judgment. Thus 
the indulging of Luſt and Vice diſ- þ 
poſe a man to Atheiſm. To which | 
purpole obſerye the Soil where this | 
MM ouſon» | 
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Porfonous Weed ſprings up, grows, 
and thrives moſt, v:z. in the Courts 
of Debauchd Princes, among ſuch 
Novllity and Gentry, and in Great 
Citizs where vicious and prophane - 
) living is moſt in faſhion. They 
are lewd and diflolute in their man- 
ners, and give themſelves up whol- 
ly to the ſatisfying of their Luſts : 
and this naturally prejudices them 
againſt che belief of a God and a 
life to come. Nothing doth fo 
much extinguiſh all apprehenf1ons 
of theſe. as Carnal Pleaſures. He 
that lives diſlolutely and wickedly 
can't eafily entertain the notion of 
aGod, for tis counter to his courſe 
of [iving. Therefore he goes on 
in his Debauchery, .and hufts and 
ſwaggers, and perhaps ſwears by 
the Divtkity chat there 1s none. Ir 
is plain that chis fort of men decry 
God, becauſe they would not be 
obliged by his-Laws. Senſuality 


D makes 
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zo Some Thoughts concerning, 
makes them deſirous to remove all 


ſtops of a wicked life, and there- 
fore they whet their wits ( ſuch as 
they are) to annihilate Religion, 


and to extirpate a Deity. An ab- 


horrence of the PraCtical part of 
Piety engages them againſt the The- 
ory. Their Lives influence on their 
Belief. They are addicted. to A- 
theiſm-by their Lewd and Prophane 
Courles. gd oy 

For we muſt obſerve this, that 
theſe two mutually advance one an 
other. As Atheiſm is the highway 
to Wickedneſs ( which the Pſfalmiſt 
takes notice of when he faich, The 
fool hath ſaid in.his heart, There ts no 
God : Corrupt are they, and have done 


abominable mquity, Pſal. 53. I. ) {o 


tis as true that Wickedneſs is the 


original of Atheiſm and Infidelity. . 


For twas rightly ſaid by a Great 
Man, * None deny there 1s a God but 


thoſe 


* Lord Bacen's Eſſay of Atheiſm, 
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thoſe for whom it maketh that there were 
no God. For they know that if there 
be one, he will certainly judithem 
for their evil doings. They cannot 
therefore be ſecure'in their ſins uti- 
lets the notion and remembrance of 
- Deity be blotted our. '- Tt 18'therr 
ſuppoſed tereſt” then ,*not their 
Reaſon, that- makes chein'” deny''d 
God ; for ir 15 their Concern to be 
per ſwaded, that 'there is nonie'!tÞ 
puniſh chem, Briefly, they-are uti- 
willing' to- believe any -ching*bur 
what cheir Luſt ſhall put into "ich 
Creed. Thus you ſee the true Reas 
ſon of the Atheiſm of theſe times; 
It is fed and parriper'd by Lakary 
the conſtant Furnes and Stearfis;of 
this affe&t the'Btain, and diſcos 
poſethe IntelleCt. Practical Acheiſri 
jeads'to that which is Dogmarical,; 
:. e. holding and believing that there 
is no God, Evil and petvetfe minds, 


profane and debauch d lives,ſtrange- 
D 2 ly 
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ly. byaſs and incline men to this. 
Wherefore if you would cftectual- 
ly ſhut our this Vile Perſwaſzon, 
rake care to ſuppreſs your Evil Af. 
fections and PraCtices, for theſe are 


wont to court mens underſtandings | 


to, turn Atheiſts. 


- VIL Atheiſts take occaſion "GEM 1 


our  Diviftons, Brols, and 4nimoſfe- 
res, from the many Partzes and 
Squadrons: of Sets that are in the 
World, to bid defiance to all Reli- 
gion ; and they reſolve to. profels 
gone tul they can ſee them all 
Agreed. Thus * Tully obſerved of 
old, that the Dogon: of Philoz 
ſophers, the various Sentiments and 
- Opinions that prevail d among them 
were a cauſe of ſome mens denying 
a Deity, at leaſt of their ſtaggering 
about ic. And truly this Obſerva- 
tor hiraſelf, in his Books De Natu- 


7a ra Deorum, | is fo given tc eo the Aca- 
* De Nat. Deorum, Lib. 'l 


demical 
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demical vein of Diſputing, that he 
feems ſometimes to be irrefolvd 
whether there is any God or no. So 


tt hath been among ſome of thoſe 


| who have taken upon them the ex- 
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ternal Denomination of Chr:ſt:ans. 
The Differences in Opinion, the 
Errors and Hereftes which they 
rake notice of, cauſe them to ſuſpect 
yea to renounce all Truth. A great 
deal of the Atheiſm of chis preſent 
Age may be aſcribd to this. Some 
behold the great Scufflings that are 


« about Religion, not only the Sin- 


gle Combartes, but the Pirchd Bat- 
cels that are about it, and thereup- 
on they diſcard all choughts of any 


fuch thing, and become perfect 


Libertines. And herein they are 
promoted and puſh'd on by ſuch 
perſons as the Author of Frat Lux 
and the Treatiſe of Humane Reaſon, 
who both deſign Scepticeſm, and ſo 
Atheiſm. 

D 3; But 
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But though ar 1s thus, though 
the Different Perſwaſions about Re- * 


ligious Matters have this ill effect, 
yer this can be no true Reaſon why 


any man ſhould renounce the Belief | 


of a God. For he that 1s truly ra- 
tional, and conſiderate, will rather 
make this an Argument of the con- 
rrary ; for it was foretold by * Chriſt 
and his Þ Apoſtles, that Errors and 


Deluſions ſhould be in the World, | 


and therefore the Fulfilling of theſe 


Prophecies be as witneſs not only 


to.the Truth of the Writings of the 


New Teftament, and conſequent- 
ly of Chriſtianity, bur of the Divi- 
nity it ſelf, For things of this na- 
eure,. which depend wholly on free 
and arbitrary Cauſes, cannot be 
foretold without Divine and Super- 
natpral help. None but an All- 
ſeeing eye could have a proſpect of 


\ 4 Mar. 16. Luke 7 . } Tim 1. 2 Tim 
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theſe future Occurrences. The 
PrediCting of ſuch things to come 
1s an Evidence of an Omniſcient 
Deity. 

And then as to the thing ir felt, 
why ſhould any man. think ir 
Strange and Unaccountable thar 
there are Dzſſentzons in Chriſten- 
dom? He may as well wonder that 
there are Men in the World; for as 
long as theſe retain their nature, z. e. 
are ſubject ro Prejudice, Love of 
Intereſt, Paſſhon, Pride, and the 
like, there will be Errors and He- 
reſtes, for thele proceed from ſome 
of thoſe ill Principles : and unleſs 
God ſhould change the frame of 
the World, and deſtroy the free- 
dom of Man's will, z. e. make him 
another Creature, it cannot be other- 
wiſe. How unreaſonably then do 
men queſtion a God, and cry out 
againſt Religion it ſelf becauſe they 


fee ſo many of this ſort of Difor- 
D 4 ders 
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ders in the world 2 Whereas it 1s 
certain, that it is not the fault of 
Religion that chings are thus, bur 
they are thus becauſe men have fo 
lictle Religion. 

Again, the Cheats and Deluſfions 
that are in the world are uſeful for 
the Trial of Mankind, that (as the 
Apoſtle faith ) they who are approved 
may be made manifeſt, 1 Cor. 11. 39. 
I do nor fay they were defigyd for 
this (for no Evil is deltgn d by God) 
yet 1t 1s certain they are expedient 
for this purpoſe; and there is no 
berter way to have an experiment 
of the Uprightſudgment, Sincerity, 
Faithfulneſs, and Conſtancy of Per- 
ſons, than by their being expos'd 
to theſe Impoſtures. Laltly, God 
defervedly Pumſhes men with erro- 
neous and falſe DoCtrines. 2 Theſſ. 
2. 10, If. Becauſe they recerve not 
tbe love of the truth ( yea becauſe 
they hate it, and oppoſe themſelves 

£O 
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to it _) and bave pleaſure in unrighte- 
auſneſs, for this cauſe he feuds them 
ſtrong deluſton, that they ſhall believe 
a Lye, and that they ſhall defend 
and maintain it. Ir is juſt with 
God to leave men to the Error and 
Blindneſs of their Minds, and judi- 
cially co give them over to Atheiſtt 
cal Perſwafions when they have wil- 
fully debauchd and abuſed their 
Faculties. T his 1s the dreadful, 
but juſt Judgment of God ; and [ 
doubt not bur the preſent 4therſm 
of this Age 1s ſuch. 

Thus it 15 evident that Errors 
and Diſſentions about Religion are 
ſo far from being Arguments of the 
Non-Exiſtence of a Deity , that 
they are undeniable Proofs of it, 


| Let not then the diverſity of Sects 


and che Diſputes of wraughng 
Heads (as particularly the late up- 


ſtart Contraſt between the Unitari- 


ans and Trimtarians) prejudice us 


againſt 
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againſt our Chriſtian Faith, Bur 


let us rather be ftirrd up hence to 
hold faſt che Principles of our Be- 
lief, and toown a Deity when there 
are fo many in this degenerate Age 
that deny it. And withal, let us 
endeavour to baniſh Atherſm by do- 
ing fo to our D:vifuons : let us lay 
afide our Religious Squabbles, and 
arrive at laſt to a happy Agreement 
im Dodrine, that we may hereby 
cut off occaſion of Atheiſtick Un- 
belief on this Account. However, 
though in ſome Points we cant 
tully accord, let us not be hot and 
firy againſt one another, as if Cha- 
rity were-no Vrtue with us. 

VII -There 1s ſomething more 
heinous than Drviſuns, Which fre- 
quently occaſions Arheiſm, and 
confirms 'men in it; and that is, 


the Hypocrifie and Evil Praftices of 


too-many that make a very fair profeſſe- 


Ka of | Chriſttautty, Whilſt it 15 ob- 


ſervd 


f [i I » 
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ſerv d that they talk Religiouſly, 
and pretend co Holineſs, but ds 
nothing of what they talk of or 


pretend to; whullt it 1s ſeen chat 


they have a form of godlnefs, but de- 
ny the power thereof ; whullt it 1s evi- 
dent that they cry the Temple of the 
Lord, the Temple of the Lord, and 
yet are unhallowed in their Lives ; 
whulſt it is known that they lay 
claim to the Spirit, bur are Carnal 
and Senſual in their Manners, and 
enterprize very vile things for cheir 
worldly Frofit and Advantage ; 1n 
ſhore, whilſt it 1s obſervd char the 
Behaviour of ſundry of che avowed 
Profeflors of Chriſtianity is unan- 
{werable to their Principles, there 
is a ſort of men that for the ſake of 
theſe, preſently conclude all to be 
Hypocrites, and Chriſttanicy it ſelf 
to be an Impotture. This then I 
grant, that the Unbecoming Lives 
of Chriſtians are an unhappy occaſion 
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of Atheiſm fometimes, but they 
can never be alledged 25 4 ſufficient 
one. For what though there be 
mere Pretenders to Gollineſ 2 doth 
it thence follow that there is none 
at all? What though there are 
great numbers of Religious Impo- 
ſtors? Muſt I therefore thence con- 
clude that all Profeflors of Religt- 
on are an errant Cneat ? Then C 
the ſame Logick 1 may perempto- 
rily infer, that there is no ſuch Me- 
cal as S:/ver, becauſe by too noted 
EXPCFICIICE we find at this day that 
ic 15 generally counterfelted ; and 
there 1s no ſuch thing as True 
Coin, becauſe ſo much 1s adultera- 
red among {t us. No man of ſenſe 
will _ thele Concluſions : and 
Us as certain, that he can with as 
little reaſon make the others, Let 


us not then be abuſed. by unfound 


and fallacious ines let us 
not think there is no Religion be- 


cauſe 


: 
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cauſe there are ſo many Unworthy 


Rerainers to it. Yea, let us be 
tully convinced of thus, that though 
Chriſtianity . hath been, agd is to 
this day abuſed and ſophiſticated, 
and thereby diſhonoured ;. yet it.is 
a Realicy, and we may venture our 
Lives upon 4t. And ſeeing the 
Evil Deportment of ſome ;that pro- 
tels Chriſtianity 1s the greateſt en- 
couragement to Atheiſm and V ice 

ler us all make ic our great buſine 

to adorn our Profeflion.wath a-ho- 


. Iy, {trict, and exemplary. Conver- 


fation. Ler our light fo ſhine before 
men, that others ſeetng our. good works 
may be ſo far fron denying, that 
they may plorifie Gott. - And, let ws 
pray for the arrival of chat Happy 
Day (and I hope it 15 not very far 
oft } when Religion ſhall univer- 
{ally bear ſway upon Earth, and 
when men ſhall be ctheoughly con- 
vinced of the real Worth of Chri- 
ſt:anity 


6&2 Some Thoughts concerning 
Kianity from the PraCtices of thoſe 
that /profels it. © 
IX. In the next place, more 
particularly,” the u Examples of 
ſome who by their Office are Sp1- 
ritual" Guides and Inftriftors ; at 
mention'd'as another great occaſion 
of Irteligion and Atheiſm. It is 
neceſlary'ro' take notice of this, 'be- 
cilſe 'it is alledged (but very fre- 
qty without ground”) by the 
rh Parr6ns'of that Cauſe which 
t am+now*pleading again(t; They 
obſerve 'of ſome of this Order of 
men, that. they urge Virtue and 
Holineſs with great Warmth and 
pathetick 'Zeal; and yer are very 
cold, yea wholly negleEtful in the 
Practice” of chem, and viſibly fa- 
vour ' thoſe Vices and Enormities 
which they diſlwade others from : 
whence it is no wonder ( fay rhey) 
that theſe Perſons are not believed 
ro be 1n good earneſt, yea that they 


are 
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are thonght..not to believe. them- 
ſelves, 2. e, to be really perſwaded 
chat thoſe things: are true! which 
they diſcourſe of-z for it:.is : ſeen; 
that cheir: Lives; wholly connadth 
their Doctrme.. - Whenee this-raſh 
Concluſion 19.made, that Preaching 
15 -a meer 'Fradeg':chat thei Miniſtes 
rial FunCtion 41s a :Cheat, :and'that 
Religion it. ſelf 1s ſo-toog:and that 
@ Deity 1s no other. Thus where 
js'-there more of 4theiſm than inn 
Italy, the Pope's. own Soil,” part of 
which is call d Holy Lands) Which 
the Obſerving * Aixhor of Burope 
Speculum (who had convers:d m his 
T ravels, with the Italzans, and:knew 
them very; well) tributes tothe 
orols Wickedneſs of the Roman Cler- 
gy, and, particularly of-; the Popes 
and Cardinals, of whoſe ſcatdalous 
Speeches and Actions the people 
of. thar Country have a. -Ereater 


\ *. Sir Edwyn Sandys. 


know- 
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knowledge than others: 'They are 


- 


hot ignorant that ſeveral Popes were 


inclined-to be Atheiſts; as Paul 3, 


when the was dying told: the Stan- 
ders-by, that he hould now know 
rhree | things 
Soub be' immnwrral;! whether there 
be a Hell; and: whether: there be a 
God. And-Fobn-23. {as is plain from 
that Councib of Conflance:by whom 
he was depoſed ) profeſsd that he 
look'd: upon Religion'as a Fable, 
and God andithe' Sout's Immortal:- 
ty as ſuch; And-chey dayly behold 


5 %iz..:whether che þ. 


the lewd and-diflolute Practices of * ; 


ſome of the Cardinals and Prefates, 
Abbots, Monks, and of their Pariſh- 
Prieſts, which' very >rhing (as the 
forelaid Author obſerves') makes 
them the moſt Irreligious People 
inthe World, yea cauſes them to 
defie att Religion for their fakes. 
Eſpecially they cooclude, that there 
1s nothing true and real in Chriſti- 
anity, 


| 
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anity, becauſe ſo many of the emi- 
nent Pretenders to it and Aflertors 
of it, live continually in oppoſition 
to all Religious Principles and Pra- 
Ctices, and are ſeen to be guilty of 
the moſt horrid Impieties, of the 
moſt execrable V illanies that are to 
be imagined. Their being fo near 
to the Head of that Religion (as he is 
{tiled ) makes them averſe to the 
whole kind. And 'this 1s 2 ſome 


| meaſure the caſe of People in other 


| Countreys, where even the Prote- 
b tant Faith is profeſſed, but is ac- 


companied with the Scandalous 


Þ# Lives and Lewd Pradtices of ſome 


{ that are immediately concern in 
Holy rhings, and whoſe Employ- 


ment it is to direCt others in Reli- 
k g10n. 


But to- ſpeak impartially to any 


| conſiderate Perſon, this cannot yield 


Of 
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ÞF an occaſion of being 4theiſtical : for 


though the manners of ſome of the 
E Sacred 
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Sacred Function be offenſive, yer 
tis irrational and abſurd to blaſt 
all Religion for their Miſdemean- 
ours. We do not read that our Sa- 
viour condemned the Jewiſh Church 
and Moſaick Law vecauſe of the Hy- 
pocrifie and Wickedneſs of the 
Chief Prieſts, Scribes, and DoCtors 
of the Law. Nay, he tells the 
People, All that they bid you obſerve, 
that obſerve and do ; but do not ye af- 
ter ther works, Matth. 23. 23. As 
much as if he had ſaid, The Mo- 
ral Law, and all the Offices of Re- 
ligion, are not in the leaſt diſcre- 
dited by the vicious Manners of 
ſome of your Teachers. Be careful 
that you imitate them not in their 
Practices ; but be very obſervant 
of the Holy DoEtrine which they 
deliver ; entertain no ill Thoughts 
of it, becauſe of the corrupt Lives 
of your Guides. The like may be 
ſaid now ; the Faults and Miſcar- 
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rrages of any Eccleſiaſtical Perſons 
muſt not be charged on the Sacred 
Inſticution of Chriſt ; vie ought 
not to think 1]l of Chriſtianity tot 
the diſorderly Behaviour of any ſpi- 
ritual Officers in the Church. We 
, ſee that chere 1s no man refuſes to 
follow a Learned Phylician's Pre- 
{criptions and Rules concerning 
Health, becauſe he doth not ob- 
ſerve them himſelf. Nor can the 
Spiricual Patient with any reaſon re- 
jet the Rules of Saving Healch 
and Happineſs, though they are not 
obſerv'd by the Prefcriber himſelf. 
But to be yet more plain with 
the Perſons I am now dealing with, 
they ( of all men ) cannot with any 
tolerable pretence make uſe of this 
Plea : they cannot complain of the 
Lives of the Clergy as adminiſtring 
to their diſregard of Religion, for 
the more ſtrict and religious any 
Church-than 15, the more is he de- 
E 2 ſpiſed 
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ſpiſed and hated by them. A Pious 
Clergy-man is reckon'd by them a 
weak ſhallow Creature, a fantaſtick 
Bigot, and is laughd at as ſuch. 
So that it is evident, that what they 
alledge concerning the undue Be- 
haviour of fome that ſerve at the 
Altar, is a more groundleſs Cavil ; 


for they would have all men as 
Wicked and Debauchd as them- 


ſelves. 


]r muſt indeed be acknowledged, 


that this is a great Scandal, and of ve- 
Ty pernictous conſequence, and ſuch 


as 15 not to be permitted with im- 
punity 1n the Church : but it ts no 
exculable ground of Impiety arid A- 


 theiſm. However, ſince it 1s ſo hei- 


nous 1n 1t ſelf, and is made by the 
perverſe minds of many an Excuſe 
for their Atheiſm, it is the concern 
of al} Chriſtian Guides of Souls to 
be Examples to the Flock, to con- 
torm their Lives wih great Cir- 


cum- 
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cumſpeCtion and ExaCtnels to the 
Laws of Chriſt Jeſus their Maſter, 
and to take care to perform them- 
ſelves whatever they require others 
to do, 

X. Unbelief of a God is occaſi- 
ond ſometimes by the Strange Revo- 
luttons and Changes, the Odd Events, 
and Unaccountable Adminiſtrations that 
are in the World. Eſpecially men 
are inclined to queſtion God's Exi- 
ſtence as well as his Providence 
when they behold the proſperous 
ſtate of the moſt vicious Perſons, 
and on the contrary, obſerve how 
miſerably ſometimes the Beſt men 


-are treated in this Life, and at Death 


are not at all difterenc'd from the 
Worſt, but periſh alike. Then 
you ſhall hear one cry out, Quiz pu- 
tet eſſe Deos 2 And another uſes rhe 
like Language of the Poer, 

Dum rapuant mala fata bonos, --- 


J ollicitor nullos eſſe putare Deos. 
E 3 Bus 
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Bur any underſtanding man, who 
will take time to conſider and deli- 
berate, will ſee that nothing of this 
nature can juſtly adminiſter matrer 
of Atheiſm. For it muſt be re- 
membred, that we are finite ſha]- 
low Creatures, and are not able to 
comprehend the Wiſe Del1gns and 
Purpoſes of Heaven in every Event 
that we ſee: and therefore when we 
meet with obſcure and rugged Dil- 
penſations, and ſuch as ſeem to be 
very diforderd and irregular, we 
have no reaſon to find fault with 
chem, and to think them unworthy 
of God, and of Divine Providence, 
becauſe we are not able to make a 
judgment of them. Thoſe Events 
which ſeem to be excentrick and at 
random, are guided by a ſteady un- 
erring hand : but we have not depth 
of Apprehenſion to conceive it at 
preſent. But it may be afterwards, 
when our minds are more enlight- 
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ned, we ſhall know how to ſolve 
theſe difficult Phenomena. How- 
ever, at the laſt Day all cheſe In- 
trigues, theſe Knots, theſe Laby- 
rinths, theſe Riddles, ſhall be ful- 
ly reſolved ; and it ſhall be part of 
our employment in the other world, 
to admire and adore the Infinite 
Wiſdom of God in the diſpoſal of 
the Afﬀairs here on Earth. And 
particularly we ſhall then be fatis- 
fied, yea we may be now, concer- 
ning the foreſaid Problem, v:z. the 
Proſperity of the Wecked, and the 
contrary Circumſtances of the Good ; 
for tis evident, that theſe are accor- 
ding to ws, uſtice and Wiſdom: 
God intended the former ſhould 
have their portion in this life only ; 
and he deſigned the latter to be pre- 
pared for Heaven by thoſe rougher 

dealings here below. 
Laſtly, Learned Times, eſpecial- 
ly if accompanied with Peace or 
| E 4 Prope- 
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rity, are reckond by 2 * Judicious 
Perſon as another Caule of Acheiſm, 
Nor is this inconſiſtent with what 
I ſaid before, that Ignorance 1s the 
Mother of Athezſm. For Learned 
or Peaceable times are only thus 
far conducible to this Great Evil, 
that men are then generally too In- 
quiſitive and Curious, roo Nice 
and Wanton, and over-bulily pry 
1nto Secrets 3 which when - they 
cannot fatisfie themſelves abour, 
they are inclined to be Atheiſtical, 


and to doubt even concerning the 


chief things of Religion. Where- 1 


fore I queſtion not but the ſtarting 
and keeping up at. this day the De- 
bates about the DoCtrine of the Hs 
ly Ti rimity are a great advancement 
to this eyil diſpoſition of. mind. 
There are thoſe who puſh on both 
Parties to wrangle and quarrel a- 


bout this Grand Point, and in the | 


* Lord Bacor's Eflays. 
| mica 
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mean time laugh at the Comba- 
rants on both ſides, Whillt they 
encourage ſome Writers to baffle 
the Trinity of Divine Perſons, their 
Project 15 to deſtroy the &ſſence zt 
ſelf. Whilſt they put them upon 
maintaining the Unity of the God- 
head, they hope in the cloſe of the 
Diſpute to introduce a Nullity not 
only of the Deity, but of all Re- 
lIigion. For by theſe Bandyings 
backward and forward, they know 
that mens minds will be unſettled 
and that they will be apt to waver 
about the truth and certainty of che 
main Articles of our Religion. 
When Perſons obſerve, that the. 
very Divinity of our Blefled Lord | 
and Saviour is toſsd and torn by 
rude Fens ; when they ſee ſo Caths- 
lick 2 Doctrine atrack'd with ſuch 
Violence ; what can they think of 
the other great Verities of Chriſti- 
anity ? And withal], the Anti-Tri- 


nitarians 
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mtarians hereby provoke ſome of 
their Adverſaries to an indecent 
ſort of Language concerning theſe 
Holy Myſteries: ſo that ſome of | 
theſe latter have hurt the Cauſe it } 
may be almoſt as much by their 
Defending it, as the others have by 
their Oppoſing it. Thus it muſt 
needs be when Perſons 1mmoderate- 
ly indulge Curiyfaty in theſe Abſtruſe 
and Sublime Matters, and will not 
be content with what the Brb/e and 
rmmediate Inferences. drawn thence 
ſuggeſt to us. By this means they 
loſe their hold, and give their An- 
eagoniſts a clear Advantage againſt 
them, and manifeſtly promote the 
Deſign of thoſe who make it their 
work to make void the Notion of a 
Deity. 

Nay, in the very Socintan Do- 
Ctrir2 it ſelf there ſeems to be an 
Atherflick Tang. Would not a man 
gueſs that there is an approach to 

Atheiſm 
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Atheiſm in thoſe Refleftions which 
are made on a Sermon preach'd by 
the Right Reverend Biſhop of Wor- 
ceſier, * where one of the moſt re- 
ceiv d Notions concerning the Na- 
ture of the Deity it ſelf is caſhierd. 
The Se/f-Exiftence of God, which 
is the Primary, Fundamental, and 
Eflential Property, and is the very 
Life and Soul of the explicatory 
part of the DoCtrine of the Deity, 
1s peremptorily pronounced by them 
to be a Contradi&ton, .It is well 
known, Soctnus, and Crellius, and 


| others of this Party, deny God's 


Immenſity, 1. e. his being preſent 
every where as to his Eflence and 
Nature. All of them agree, that 
he hath not a Knowledge and Fore- 
{1ghr of every thing that happens in 


| the World, for future Contingen- 


| 
= 
Fl 
p 


| cles are hid from him. Particularly 


* Conſiderations on the Explications of the Dottrine 
of the Trinity, Page 5,6, 7. 
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* Socinus largely argues againſt this {ny 
Preſcience, and tells us, that he is js 
to be laughd at that aſſerts the con- 

trary. Nay, it is farther obſerva. 
ble, that this great Patriarch of che} 
preſent Ciuſe diſowns the Immate- 
rial or Spiritual Nature of God, as 
may be undeniably gather d fromPar 
his + Expoſition of John 4. 24. andÞor 
other Paflages in his Writings. AndJI. 
he is followed by Crel/zus, as is ma-Jth 
nifeſt from that Account which this] (t 
latter gives of a Sprit, when || hef ta 
ſpeaks of the Nature of God. Het 
doth not make it to be any thing ] at 
above a refined body, a ſubſtance voi | © 
of all groſs matter, ſuch as the Air h 
or ther is. So that when thele | {: 
men call God a Spirit, their mean- 

ing is, that he is a Fine and Te- 


__—, 


| 
*. Prelef. cap. 8, 9, 10, 11. + Fragment. Dip. at | 
Adorat. Chriſti, (| Detu eft Spiritus eternus : ſpiritm | © 
autrem cum nominamus, ſubſtantiam inteligimus ab ons 'f, 
eraſſitie, qualem in corporibus oculorum arbi:rio ſubjeFis [ 
cernimus, alienam. Hoc ſenſu Augelos dicimus Spiritus, \ 


O Aerem, &c, De Deo & Attrib, cap. 15. 
NULOUS |} 
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1 [nuious ſort of Matter, not that he 
Sis wholly Incorporeal, and alcoge- 


N- 
4. 


her free from Matter. This is the 
ſame with Mr. Hobbs's Corporeal 


KiGod. Thus four of the Chief At- 


6 


Tributes of the Deity, viz. Self- 


$f Exiftence, Ommpreſence, Ommſciencey 


n 
q 


and Spirituality, are either in whole 
or 1n part rejected. Whereupon 
I ask this Queſtion, Whether theſe 
things do not diſcover a Tendency 
(to fay no more) in the Anti-Trim- 
tartans to that which I am charging 
them with ? For to aſſert a God; 
and yet to deny ſome of his Chot- 
ceſt Properties ( whereby we know 
him to be God ) is in eftect the 
ſame with denying a Deity. 

If they diſtinguiſh between the 


| Engliſh and Foreign Socinians (as I 
| perceive they do) and tell us that 


| the former do not aſſert the chings 
7 before mention'd, 1 anſwer, the 
| very Engliſh Prints avouch the firſt 


of 
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of thoſe Particulars : and as for the 
reſt, they being the Doctrine of the 
Chief Patrons of the Socinian Cauſe, 
yes and of the Moſs of them, the | 
Engliſh Unitarians ate involved in | 
them, becauſc thoſe Foreigners are, 
the greateſt and moſt fubſtancial 
part of that Body of men call d S 
cimans. Thus the Trinttarian Scheme 
of Religion, drawn up by ſome En- 
glifh Socinansof late is thought by 
them to touch all che 'T'rinicarians 
( elſe it could not be (titled the Tri | 
ntarian Scheme) chought every 1ndi- | 
vidual T rinarian doth not hold all 
thoſe things menrioned there. [& 
them apply this, and they will have | 
nothing to object. 
And further, I would argue 
from their own avowed dra 


which is that they are to adnat of n«- | 
thmap but what is exattly adjuſted to | 
Nature s and Reaſons Light, nothing 
out what is entirely clear and evident : | 
for ' 
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for though it 1s true ſome Socinian 
Writers of late have laid aſide this 
Notion ( and truly we may obſerve 
char chey are ſhifting every day their 
Arguments, and ſo we know not 
where to have them) yet he that is 
acquainted with the Writings thac 
make up the main Body of Secinia- 
niſm knows full well that this is a 
Principle conſtantly aflerted and 
maintaind by the generality of 
them, and upon allocca{1ons infiſt- 
ed upon. This hath beenthe Stanch 
Notion of the Great Dons of the 
Party, -and of the famous Socznue 
himſelf. And Shektmgrur, though 
he ſeems indeed ſometimes to be 
otherwiſe perſwaded, yet comes: to 
this at laſt, that the Trinity is a 
Doctrine that can't be borne, becauſe 
it can't be underſtood. And why do 
* Crellius and others arguefronrRea- 


_—Fr- _— 
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* Comment. Vol. I. page 118. * De Uno DeoP. 
lib. 2, fect. 1, 2. 
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ſon and Logical Arguments againſt 
che Trinity, if they do not refuſe 
the Doctrine upon the account of 
Reaſon? And 1t 1s certain they 
would not do this if they were not 


perſwaded that theſe things in Re- . 


ligion muſt be adjuſted ro Natural 
Reaſon, and that they are diſpleaſed 
with the Doctrine of the Trey and 
Incarnation, &c. becauſe theſe are 
not exactly fquared to their Natu- 
ral Notions. You ſee then what 
15 the ſentiment of the Greateſt 
Rabbies of this way, and therefore 
we muſt make our eſtimate of the 
SOocinian or Antitrinitarian Do- 
Ctrine from theſe, and not from 
one or two Modern Writers. This 
Fchink will be granted by all men 
of reaſon. 
Bur what if it doth appear that 
even the very Engliſh and Modern 
Socenans, though they ſeem to wave 
this Principle, do yct retain it, and 
govern 
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govern themſelves by it ? Elſe why 
do they complain that * they have no 
conception of the Trintty as the Trini- 
crians repreſent it to them, they 
cannot form an idea of it ; it 1s a nott- 
on that excites no idea s in thetr minds ; 
t ts againſt Reaſon and Natural Light 2 
We are adviſed by the Modern Pen- 
Men + to conſult our Reaſon about the 
thing in queſtion ; and if we do ſo, we 
ſhall find an abſolute empoſſulity m the 
Trmitartan Dottrime : our Reaſon will 
aſſure us that an Almighty Father and 
an Almighty Son are moſt certainly two 
Gods, and that two Creators can be no 
other than two Gods: therefore we may, 
Y and we muſt infer that the explication 

of the firſt Verſes of St. John's Goſ- 

pel, which advances ſuch a Defirme, 

is certainly falſe. Again, the 

Engliſh Socimans tells us that || the 


* Letter of Reſolution concerning the Dottrine of che 
Trinity. The Unreafonableneſs of the DoQtrine of the 
Trinity. + An Accurate Examination of the Principal 
Texts, &c. chap. 5. {| Obſervations on the Anſwer to 
che brief Hiſtory of the Unitarians, chap. 2. 
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Doftrine of the Trinity claſhing al- 


together with our natural idea s can be 


0 matter of Revelation, and therefure 


ought mot to be beliepd. And hear | 
cheir Final and Refolute Determi- 

nation, which fully ſpeaks their ab- 
ſolute adherence to this Principle, | 


+ We abide by this Argument, bere we 


fix our foot, never to be removed, that | 
the inconfeſience of the Trauty ( as 


well as the Incarnation) with Reaſon 


and Natural Knowledge berng undenta- | 
bly evident, therefore this Dofirine can 
have no real foundation im Divine Re- 4 
velation, that is to ſay, in Holy Scrip- | 
ture, And we find that our Engliſh 


Untarians * argue from Reaſon in 
this Poinc, and they declare that 
they cannot believe it becauſe Rea- 
ſon doth not teach it, Thus we 
find that the bottom of all is, the 


Trinity and ſuch like DoCtrines are | 


— —— —_— — as 
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f Letter of Reſolution concerni a the Doctrine of the 


Trinity. * Obſervations on the Anſwer t 
nity. * Ob | o the brief 
Hiſtory of the Uniarians, chap. r. 
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above their Reaſon, and Natural 
Ideas, and therefore they are no 


matter of their Faith, This is ic 
4 which the Reverend Perſon before 


C*® 
4 + k 
* - =, 
tpi} "- 


that there are ſuch, a 
} have proved: tt from their own 
mouths. The ſum of their Opt- 
? nion and reſolution is this,. that 


named charges theſe men with in 
a preat part of his 

X ( | . = * Of the Myſteriesof 
* Sermon * and cer- ofdndtin 
tainly he would not 

have done it if there were no ſuch 
perſons in being. Ir 1s too plain 
I think I 


there is nothing difficult and ab- 
ſtruſe in Religion, and that they 


| will not believe any thing in Chri- 


ſtianity but what they can make out 
by Reaſon : otherwiſe it mult be 


q diſcarded preſently. 


Now, to apply this Principle of 


- the Antitrinitarians 5 we are aſlured 
: that we cann6t by ſearching find ont 
» God, Job 11.7. his Infinite Natire 


F 2 ard 
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and Immenſe Eſſence are not com- 
menſurate to our Conceptions, are 
not adjuſted to our Ideas, bur are | 
far above them : it 41s impoſlible ! 
that the Apprehenlions of finite | 
Creatures ſhould reach theſe things: | 
therefore' according to the foreſaid | 
Principle, the Umtarians are not 

obliged-to believe any ſuch things; ! 
they muſt not admit bf the Infinite 

Nature of'God, | concerning which F 
our Conceptions will always be ob- * 
ſcure and unproportionate ; yea, - 
they cannot but infer from their % 
own Maxim, that God 1s an impol- 7 
fible Being, at leaſt that His In- | 
menſe Nature is ſuch. They cannot |} 
comprehend and conceive. the Man- * 
ner of the Immenſe. and Infinite * 
Preſence or Knowledge of God; |: 
therefore they - muſt .diſown the |. 
things themſelves. Thus by vertue \' | 
& their own profelsd Principle, F 
the. Godhead it ſelf. as well as the *. 
7 | Trmty * 


__ 
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Trimmty is ſhockd by them: and 
conſequently one would be apr to 
gather that a Sociman, 1o far as he 


IF is led by this Principle, is an 4therft, 
# or ( left chat ſhould ſeem harſh ) 


one that favours the Cauſe of A- 
cheiſm. For he may as well quir 
the belief of a God becauſe of theſe 


Difficulties and Abſtruſities in the 
Nature of God, as renounce the 


{ Doctrine of the Trimtz, becauſe 
2? there are ſome inexplicable and un- 
: intelligible things that accompany 


, it. But becauſe all men do nor fol- 
7 low the natural” Conduct of their 


Principles (the. Divine Providence 
over-ruling 1n theſe caſes) I do not 
here paſs an Univerſal Cenfure, 1 
do not ſpeak of every individual 
man, nay I hope charirably concer- 
ning moſt of chem. However, it 
is to be feard, that fome are un- 
happily under the force and ſway 
of rhe foregoing Pririciple ; and 

oo theſe 
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theſe are the Perſens I ſpeak of, 
2nd no cther. 
Theſe things I freely and openly 
ſuggeſt. Which the Pritady and | 
Ingenious Gentlemen of the Race 
Pan Perlwaſton cannot diſlike, un- | 
leſs they diſapprove of themſelves, 
unleſs they diſclaim their own Wrr: | 
fings ; for they cry up in almoſt all. 
of them (and in * one very lately) 
a Freedom of Diſcourſe, a Liberty | 
of ſpeaking their Thoughts, which F , 
they applaud as a very Generous and : 
Noble thing, and much yalue them- | 
ſelves upon it. They cannot deny 7 
that to me which they allow of and } 
magnifie 1n themſelves, eſpecially 
when I moſt ſacredly profeſs to # 
them that I have ſincerely delivered * 
my Thoughts, and ſpoken what I | 
conceive to be the words of Truth | 
and Soberneſs, Wherefore I ex- | 
pect to be approved of by Perſons |; 
© * An Exhontation to a Free and lmpartial Enquiry, & f : 

or © 
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of their Ingenuity and Free Tem- 
per, who (as I find) blame others 
(even ſome of the Clergy ) for pal- 
if lating and diflembling, and nor 
_ 3 ſpeaking out. I think they will 
| F not charge me with this Fault, for 
I haveaCted according to their own 
Generous Principles : and I muſt 
tell them there is not a Friend of 
theirs in all cheir dear Eleutheropotcs 

! that is more difingaged and unby- 

' afsd than Tam. | 

'  But'though I have uſed a beco- 
4, ming Freedom, yet there are ſome 
; things that T omir, becauſe I would 
let the World fee that I am not ea- 
ger and laviſh in blaming and cen- 

! furing any Party of Men, eſpecially 
ſince it is ſuggeſted to me by forte 

+ that are Learned and Sober of that 
Perfwaſion, that ic is hard that 
their Opinion ſhould ſuffer for the 
> Tl Conſequences of it, or for the b- 
* feacerity of any that profeſs it, or 


1. 
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by reaſon of the Raſh ndiſcreet Paſ- 
ſages which occurr in ſome of their 
lace Writers. I do it hkewile be- 
cauſe | would give the World an 
Example of Moderation and Tem- 
per in this Diſputing and Wran- 
pling Age ; that it may be ſeen, | 
chat whulſt I remonſtrate againſt 
the Errors and Miſtakes ( as I ſup- 
poſe them to- be )' of, any Side, [ 
can forbear to publiſh the Aggra- 
vations of them, and chat I had ra- 
ther the Truth ſhould prevail than 
the Contrary Opinion, or the Main- 
tainers of it ſhould be expoſed. F1- 
_ nally, I conſider that it is improper 
and unſeaſonable to contend among 
our ſelves ar home whilſt our Ar- 
mies are engaging the Enemy 
abroad. 
The Proper Antidote belonging 
to this Head of my Diſcourſe is 
this; Let us make a Difference be- 
teen Fate Beings and that which 
| is 
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is Infmte : for ſeeing there is ſuch 
a Vaſt Difference between them, 
we ought to obſerve it. - We can- 
not form the ſame Conceptions of 
one and the other ; yea the latter is 
exalted above our reach and com- 
prehenſion ; wherefore let us be fa- 
tisfied, that the Properties of an 
Infinite Being (ſuch as God 1s) are 
incomprehenfible, and therefore 
that may be poſhble 1n che Infinite 
Nature of God /as namely that 1t 
is communicable co Three Diſtinct 
Perſons ) which 1s 1mpoſhble in 
the Finite Nature of Man or other 
Creatures. Let us attend to that 
which may be known, and that 
clearly and diſtinCtly, and nor trou- 
ble our choughts and wrack our 
brains about Unſearchable Myite- 
ries. A Lover of Peace as well as 
Truth ſhould not be ſo much folli- 
citous about the Manner of the T hree 
Perſonalities or Subſiſtencies as _ 
the 
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the Trimty it ſelf. We are ſure of 
the latter, -as ſure as the Scripture 
can make us; therefore it doth not 


become us to 'wrangle about the 


former ; eſpecially when we find 


that ill-minded men make uſe of | 


this Quarrel to promote the Cauſe 
of Atheiſm ; and truly they make 
advances towards it every day. 

I proceed to Other Doctrines 
which adminiſter to this Great 
Evil which 1 have been ſpeaking of 
and which may juſtly be reckoned 
2mong the Blemiſhes of theſc In- 
quiſttive Times. Such is that of a 
* ate Writer, that the Books of the 
Old Teſtament were not written 
by thoſe Perſons whoſe Names they 


bear, that the Hiſtorical parts of 


the Bible are lame and imperfect, 
and repugnant to themſelves ; that 
the Writings were not carefully 
- and faithfully tranſmitted to us, but 


" Spinoſs, TrafF. Theol, Polit, cap. 8, 9, Io. 


abound 
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abound with many faults and mi- 
ſtakes, that the Books of the Pro- 


phets are mere ſcraps and fragmen 

and taken without order and = 
rod from other Writings, All 
which put together, deſtroys the 


and conſequently of all Reveald 
Religion, from whence we have 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt pregnant Ar- 
guments for a Deity, 

Again, The ſame Deſign is ad- 
vanced in theſe Learned Times b 
thruſting of Opinions and Theories 
on the world in defiance of the 
plain Letter and Hiſtorical Part of 
the Bible : as if the Sacred Hiſtory, 
which was written by Inſpired 
Men, were not as credible and au- 
thentick as that of Prophane Au- 
thors. The frame of the Pramitve 
Earth is repreſented oppoſite to 
whar Moſes tells us it was: the ac- 
count which he gives of Paradife 


as 


82 Some T houghts concerning 
(as it is a Particular Place ) is 
contradicted, yea it 1s ſtrongly a- 
verr'd,. that' there never was any 
ſuch ' thing. What Moſes relates 
concerning our Firſt Parents 1s 
laughd at as a Romantick Story. 
The Univerſal Deluge in Noabs time 
is attributed to an accidental diru- 
ption 'of the Earth 5 which when 
ſcannd, is found to be fictitious 
and imaginary, and/thence the De- 
lage it felf is concluded by many 
to be ſo; and Meſer is reckond by 
them as'afn Impoſtor. Which 1s 
taken notice'of, and-thus animad- 
verted upon by a Curious Obſerver, 
and One- who ( as becometh 1o 
Learned an Head ): joyns Religion 
with his Philoſophical Reſearches, 
* The Atberftical Party had hereby an 
occaſion (ſaith he?) boldly to grve out 
that ſueh! a' Deluge as that deſcribed 
by Moſes was altogether incredible , 


ls © 7 Wodward's Hiſt. of the Earth, Part 3. 161. 
and 
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and that there never was, nor could be 
any ſuch thing, Nothing was talkd 
of among them under Mathematical 
Demonſtrations of the falſhood of it, 
which they vented with all imagmable 
Triumph, and would needs have it that 


they had here Sprung a freſh and unan- 


| werable Argument againſt the Authen- 


tickneſs of the Moſaick Writmgs ; which 
1 indeed what they drive at, and a 
Point they very fain would gan. For 
if the Pen-man of the fir{t book in 
che Bible be found tripping, then 


* the Credit of-all che reſt falls co the 


ground ; we may juſtly queſtion 
their Fidelity, yea deny whatever 
they ſay. And ſo the Buble falls; 
and with it all our Religion, and 
with that neceſlarily a Deity, which 
is the thing ulcimarely almed ar, I 


do not fay by the firſt Hand from 


whence theſe Notions came ( for 
I charitably hope better [things of 


ſo Learned a Perſon, eſpecially _ 
e 
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he hath ſhew'd himſelf not unw1l- 
ling eo retract them) but by choſe 
il-minded men who make their 
Markets of theſe Opinions. Al] 
chat I will add here is this, thar if 
(according to a Learned * DoCtor 
of the Sorbon ) 2t be. a Very dange- 
rows Paradox to preſume to deny that 
the Pentatench was compoſed by Moſes, 
and accordingly Hobbes and Spinoſs 
are condemn'd by him for uſing Ar- 
guments to that purpoſe, then ſure- 
 Iy it muſt be much more dange- 
rous and pernicious to hold that 
any part of Moſes s Writings is mere 
Forgery and Fiction, z. e. was de- 
{igned only to comply with the Ig- 
norant Jews at that time, and doth 
not contain matter of fact. I have 
ſaid ſomething of this nature in an- 
other place, and on another account, 

ut I never had occaſion before to 
repreſent it as an unhappy Handle 
* Dw-Pin Hiſt, of Ecclef, Writers. Prelim, Diſſrtat. 4 
which 
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which Artheiſtically diſpoſed Per- 
ſons may lay hold upon. Where- 
fore let thoſe who are Philoſophi- 
cally diſpoſed take warning hence, 
and forbear to prefer their own pre- 
carious Hypotheſes before the vlain 
Account which this Inſpired Hi- 
ſtorian gives of thoſe firſt things in 
the World. Let none- preſume to 
repreſent the Writings of this Firſt 
Author as falfe, in order to make 
their own true, and thereby to gra- 


; tific the worſt fort of men. I need 
- not fay more here, becauſe I have 
} already antidoted againft the Infe- 


Ction of theſe two laſt Heads, viz; 
in thoſe Diſcourſes wherein I have 
treated of the Authority and PerfeBtt- 
on of the Scriptures, 


In the next place, Learned En- 
quirers are apt to give Encourage- 


ment to Atheiſm by an obſttnate en- 
deavouring to ſolve all the Phoxnome- 
ne the world by mere Natural and 
| Cor- 
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Corporeal Cauſes, and by their averſe- 
nels to admit. of the aid and: concur- 
rence of ai Supernatural or Imma- 
rerial Principle for the production 
of them. The Mechanick.Philoſophy 
hatch done. a great deal-of miſchief 
on this account; not but that (fo 
far as. 1t ought to be. made uſe of ) 
ic; is generally the moſt excellent 
( becauſe the: moſt: plain' and ſenſ1- 
ble ) way: df diſplaying the Opera- 
cions/, of -Natural Bodies:::-and ic 
cannot be -denied, that {nce This 


hath been. revived and-encertain'd, | 


there hath been that Improvement 
in. Natural Philoſophy which never 
was thought 'of before, and which 
could never. have been attain'd by 
the Ariſtotelian way :. yet this 1s to 
be ſaid withitruth and reaſon, that 
the. Great;Reviver and Manager of 
It hath catried it on too far by un- 
dertaking to-give an account. of All 
Eftects and Events in the produ- 
= Ction 
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Eton of Vegetables and Animals, 
and in the very Formation and 
Ovganization' of the Body of Man 


| himſelf by mere Mechanick Prin- 


ciples, thereby in a manner aſcri- 
bing Divinity to Matter and Moti- 
on. T his Great Philoſophick Wir 
over-ſhot himſelf here: and though 
it's true he hath otherways ( viz. 
by afferting the Notion of Souls or 
Sprrits, and by demonſtrating the 
eſſential and real Difference from 
Bodies ) made fome part of amends 


" for this, yet there are many at this 


day who make very ill uſe of this 
Doctrine. Some take occaſion 
chence to believe, that Men as well 
as Brutes are no other than Engines 


7 and Machines, mere Neuroſpaſts 


and Senſeleſs Puppets. Others 
build upen this Notion the Con- 
ceit of Thinking Matter, for if Pores 


' ' and Particles do all things in the 


G Bodies 
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Bodies of Brutes, it 1s probable 
they ſerve inſtead of Souls to thoſe 
of Humane Race: and ſo a Spri- 
tual and Immaterial Principle is 


excluded. This Philoſophy is Vain || 


Deceit, and too many are Foul d 
by tt. 
But they ſhould conſider that 


the Noble French P hiloſopher him- | 
ſelf did not believe all that he | 


wrote. Malebranch, who was a | 


great Admirer and Defender of him, 
tells us, that he never pretended that 


things were made in that manner that '| 


he deſcribes them *, Yea, we have 


Des Cartess own word for it, +1 


require not any one, faith he, to be- 
lieve that Bodies which compoſe this 
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Viſible World were ever produced : 


that way which 1 have repreſented ? 
them, It feems by his own Con- |! 
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tellion, that he was not in good 
earneſt 1n all the parts of his Phi- 
loſophy, and therefore we may ga- 
; 3 ther that in ſome of the Parciculars 
| aforementiond he only propounded 
' bu Conjectures, 
| We might carry chis Thought 
yer farther, and obſerve that the 
generalicy of the Modern Philoſo- 
phers ( not only Carteſtans, but o- 
chers ) have contribured much to 
Acheiſm, by referring All chings, 
} notonly in Organizd Bodies but in 
| every parc of. the World, and all 
the Phenomena that we take notice 
of in it to a Corporeal Principle, and 
co the Efficiency and Power of this 
alone. Whereas, ic is certain that 
there are many things which hap- 
pen in the World that cannot be 
folvd any other way than by the 
* Superintendence of a Spiritual Be- 
”' ing. There are ſeveral wonderful 
Cr 2 OCcur- 


# 
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Orcurrences which no man can 
give an account of, but by ſuppo- 
fing an Almighty Immarterial Agent, 
which is no other than God. Thus 
we muſt be conſtrained to repair 
to an Incorporeal Principle to folve 
the Cauſe of the Seas conftant Ett- 
ing and Flowing, and the Attraction 


of the Load ſtone, and the Hangine-of 


the Clouds, and many other Phezno- 
mena in Nature: for the Accounts 
that are given are imperfect and in- 
confiftent, and do no ways fatisfie 
any Serious Enquirer. A man that 
1s not willing to be: put oft with 
flight and inſufficient Suggeſtions, 
cannot reſt in them as true' Cauſes 
of thoſe things. Only Philoſophi- 
cal men will be aſhgning ſome 
Reaſons of things, wherher: they 
can or no: and this is an Inclinatt- 
on which 1s incident to the beft 
and wiſeſt Naturaliſts in all Ages. 

| Bur 
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But they may as reaſonably under- 
take to ſhew whence 1t 15 that the 
Sun hatch its continual Motion 
from Eaſt to Welt, or ( as they 
would rather expreſs it ) why the 
Earth wheels about upon its Axis 
from Weſt to Eaſt : which yer I 
do not ſee attempted by any Philo- 
ſopher whatſoever ; and yer there 
15 as much reaſon for the one as the 
other. 

So for Gravity, that known af- 


feftion of Bodies whereby they are 


inclined towards the fame Com- 
mon Center, it ſeems not to be 
ſolved by any Principles of Mecha- 
niſm that have hitherto been pro- 
pounded, whether it be from a 
kind of Magnetiſm in ſome parts of 
the Earth ( as hath been imagin d 
by Ge). or from the reflected 


Particle of the Celeſtial Matrer dri- 


ving down into their places the ear- 
G 3 thy 


92 Some Thoughts concerning 


thy bodies they find above them, 


or ( as they at other times are plea- 


ſed to ſpeak ) from the preſſure of 


the AtmoFphere, which moves all 
Bodies continually downwards, be- 
cauſe it doth it ſelf preſs always to- 
wards the Earth: or whether it be 
( as the Learned [ſaac Voſſus holds) 
from the Diurnal Motion of the Earth, 
whereby all heavy Bodies ( which 
move with greater difficulty than 
light ones) tend to the middle or 
Center, and Jight Bodies are expel- 
led towards the Superficies or from 
the Center. But a man that would 
be very ſerious in Philoſophizing, 
can hardly acquieſce in any of theſe 
Solutions. He 15 not hereby ſatis- 
fied how Non-gravitation can be and 
not be in a thing at the ſame time, 
as in Water in the Sea or in a Rt- 
ver: for 1t 15 heavy and preſſes down, 
and yet the parts dp not gravitate; 

| 1 © for 
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for t1s known that thoſe that dive, 
and are under fo great a heap of 
Waters, yet feel it not upon them. 
Here muſt be ©:8s MNYXavns there 
muſt be acknowledged an other 
Cauſe beſides thoſe before menti- 
ond (if they may be faid to be 
Cauſes at all ). 

And accordingly I find that ſome 
of the molt Judicious Fhiloſophers 
of our own Nation have averrd 
that a God, a Divine Incorporeal 
* Subſtance may be evinced from 
| the Phenomena of Gravity. This 1s 
'? made good by ſtrong and nervous 
Arguments 1n an * Undertaking of 
the Learned Dr. More. + Another 
Ripe-witted Naturaliſt poſitively 
determines, chat the common Phce- 
nomenon of Grawty i 1mpoſſible to 
be explain'd by any natural operation of 


* Enchirid. Metaphyſ. Cap. 11. + Mr. Zack con- 
cerning Education. 


CG 4 Mat- 
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Matter, or any other \ilaw of Motion but 
the poſut ve Wil of a Seuperiour Being, 
ſo ordering at. And there 1s lately 
riſen in our Horizon another Bright 
Philoſophick Luminary, from | 
whom tre may expeCt Great \Dif- | 
coveries : it 15 his frank Acknow- 
Jedgment that this wonderful Pro- | 
perty of Bodies, whereby the World 
1s tied and link d together, and all ? 
things in it are kept from running | 
back into their Firſt 'Chaos and | 
Confuſ1on, and which conſequent- F 
ly is neceſſary for the welfare, yea | 
the very ſubſiſtence of the Univerſe, |* 
is ſupernatural. * No power, faith | 
he, — Nature can produce it : it | 
ſurpaſſes all the Mechaniſm: of Matter. | 
And infeveral other Inſtances which 
might be offer'd, there may be ſeen 
a deſpair of reſolving the nature of 
them by material Cauſes wholly. 


Dr. Woodmard's Nat. Hiſt. of the Earth, Pars 1. bd 
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No tmeaner a Perſon than * Door 
Lower ( who was voted by all the 
Faculty to be one of the moſt Ac- 
compliſh d Anatomiſts of this Age ) 
;1mpures the wonderful Moton of the 
Heart, and the C:rculatim of the 
Blood, to a Divine and Supernatu- 
ral Cauſe. He who was as well 
Skill d as any-man in the Fabrick of 
che Parts and Veſlels of the Body, 
and knew all -- Springs of their 
Actions and Operations, was of 
9pinion, that theſe could not be 
folvd by any ordinary Principle. 
I mention this only to let the Rea- 
der ſee that ſome of the Braveſt and 
Wiſeſt Philoſophers are forward 
to own a Divine Hand even in the 
Common Works of Nature. I hey 
do not think it below a Man of 
Philoſophy to reſolve ſome things 


into an Immaterial Princaple. For 


— 


* De Coral. 
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2 Pious and Chriſtian Philoſopher 
may plainly diſcern that there are 


ſome things above the Efforts of 


Matter and Mot1on. 
It cannot be denied ( whatever 


ſome are pleas to ſay to the contra- 
ry ) that we live 1n as Learned 
Times as ever have been extant. All 
Arts and Sciences are improved even 
co a Prodigy ; and particularly the 
Aecceſhons which are made to Ph:- 
loſophy are very great and aſtoniſh- 
ing. Bur yer [ muſt needs concur 
with that very Thoughtful and In- 
venious Gentleman before cited, 
who hath moſt truly told the 
World, that * without the notion and 
allowance of Spirits our Philoſophy 
will be lame and defefirve im one 
mam part of it, when it leaves out 
the Contemplation of the moſt Excel- 
lent and Powerful part of the Crea- 


* Concerning Education. 
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tzon, y1z, thoſe Immaterial Beings. 
And herein he follows all the 
Great and Renowned Philoſophers 
of our Age, eſpecially thoſe of our 
own Country, as Dr. More, Sir 
Matthew Hale, Dr. Willis, Mr. 
Boyle, Mr. Ray, &c. who pretend 
not to ſolve al things in Philoſo- 
phy by mere Natural Cauſes, who 
look not upon Man as a piece of 
Clockwork, but have frequent re- 
courſe to thoſe Springs and Cauſes 
which are Spuritual and Incorpo- 
real, and ſometimes to the imme- 
diate hand of the Almighty Him- 
ſelf. To conclude then, let not 
the ineſtimable Bleſling of Know: 
ledge and Learning which 1s ſo pe- 
culiar to this Age, make us forget- 
ful of the Grand Source and Spring 
of all operations and effects in Na- 
ture. Let us beware of thoſe men 


who aſcribe all the Phenomena: 1 '« 
the 
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the world to the power of the mo- 


dified -matter, and wall leave no- 
ching for'God to do himſelf. Net. 


ther let us think that to Philoſo- | 
phize is to jar with the Sacred Wri- | 
tings, and to deny che very Natu- | 
ral Hiſtory of it. The Scoffers 


at a Deity never had a more hope- 
ful Harveſt chen-fince theſe Noti- 


ons have-prevaild. By this means } 
it comes to paſs that Phzloſophy, | 


which 4s the Study of Wiſdom, at- 
fronts the 'Trueſt and Higheſt Wiſ- 
dom ; and even Natural Philoſophy, 
which 1s one of the Choiceſt Ac- 
compliſhments of humane minds, 
leads men even to the denial of thc 
Author of 'Nature. 

No wiſe -man will diſapprove 
of a Latitude either in Phrloſophy, 


or 4n the dubious and controverted 


Points of Theology : but then here 


he muſt be -upon his guard, for ©! 


there 
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there are thoſe that under the pre- 
tence of throwing oft ſome preca- 
8 r1ous things in the Old Philoſo- 
' 8 phy; and diſcarding the empty Spe- 
| # culations of. the Schools: caſt off 
| thoſe Principles which are uſeful 
and ſound : under the notion:of the 
Advancements of Arts and Sciences, 
# and the Improvement of. the belles 
# ttres, and carrying Leaming up 
# co'a greater heighth, they 1n- the 
{ mean time help to pull chefe down- 
; Efpecially in Religion,” under the 
colour of fearching further than 0+ 
* thers have done into Divme mat- 
| ters they abandon ſome”. of the 
! choiceſt Principles : under the pre- 
' rext of Reaſon and Good Senſe 
' they. oberude any New Conceit 
: upon the world, and regard not 
! the ſuffrape of the Holy Scriptures 
! or of the Primitive Church. This 
they call a Rational Religion, and if 


you 
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you offer any thing againſt it, they 
cry it down as a Dream, a Romance, 


a Fable, a Phantom , an Hobgoblm, 


| and (which is a word which they 


think comprehends all the reſt }) | 


Prieſt-craft. 


And here I might obſerve that | 


among the Opinions which lead 
to Atheiſm, the denial of Demons 
and Witches, which * of' late hath 


ſo much prevail'd, is none of the | 
leaſt. For beſ1des that this is an F 


open defiance to unqueſtionable 
Hiſtory, Experience and matcer of 
Fa£kt, and fo introduces the worſt 
fort of Scepticiſm ( which 1s the 
high-way to Atheiſm ) it is evident 
that chis ſupplants the belief of 

c_ Beings or Subſtances : for 
_ Wrchcraft and all Diabolick Tranl- 
actions are disbeliev'd on the ac- 


pu 
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© Mr, Hobbs Leviath, chap. 34. Mr. Webſters Diſplay + 


of ſuppoſed Witchcraft. Dr. Becker's Enchanted World. 
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count of the umprobability, if not 
impoſſibility of Spirits, So that 
It 1s plain the rejecting of the being 
and commerce of Dzmons or ]n- 
fernal Spirits opens a door to the 
denial of the Deity, of which we 
can no otherwile conceive than that 
It 15 an Eternal Spirit. 

There are Other Do&rines which 
advance Atheiſm, and may be reck- 
ond among the Dangerous Luxu- 
riances of theſe Inquilitive Times. 
Such is the vilifying of the Hebrew 
Text of the Old Teſtament, the 
proclaiming it to be faulty and er- 
roneous, in order to. cftabliſhing 
the Seventy Verſun as only Authen- 
tick. Such is the building the 
Authority of the Books of the Old 
Teſtament on the pretended inſpi- 
ration of certain Publick Scribes or 

Ltaries among the Jews, 1n 1mi- 
ration of ſuchamong the Egyptians 3 
che 
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che avauching that the! Leaves of 
Polumes on which thoſe Books were 
wrote are miſplacediand piit our. of 
order ; the profeſſed declaring char 
the Canonical Books are not the ſame 
that they were at firft, bur thar || 
feveral words and paffages are left 
out, All mere Exftion and Con- 
ceit, unworthy of ſo"Excelfent a 
Genius as F, S's. Such alfo is the 
maintaining that the prxeareſt part 
of the Relzgtour Rites and Conſtitutt- 
ons which God himſelf fertled a- 
mong 'the' Zews were a T ranſcript 

of thoſe that- were in uſe among 
the Idolatrous Pagan Nitions, and 
that the All - Wiſe [Lawgiver 
borrow'd thoſe immediately from 
theſe. The two former of theſe 
Attempts null the Aurhority of the 
Sacred Writings; and' the" laſt of 
them diſparages not only' them bur 
the Bleſſed Founder 'of the Jewiſh 


Oeco- 
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Oecconomy. I ſpeak not this as if 
any of theſe Opinions can be thought 
to be True Reaſons on which a 
man may. ground his diſeſteem of 
the Scriptures, or. of the Holy Do- 
Ctrines containd in them, or of the 
Sacred Indicer of them ; for they 
are the Sentuments but of a very 
few, and of choſe whoſe Learning, 
though it was exceeding great, had 
not wholly conquer d their Preju- 
dice, of freed them from Miſappre- 
henſ1ons in ſome things. 1 cannot 
charge them with any direct deſign 
of favouring the Cauſe of Atheiſm, 
but 11]-diſpoſed raen have made uſe 
of their Notions to that purpoſe. 
Wherefore, as we value the Repuz- 
ration of our Religion, and the 
Honour of the Divine Author of 
ic, let us be careful that we ſplit 
not upon any of theſe Rocks, nor 


i . endanger our felves on ay of the 
H Shallows 
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Shallows , before- .mentofd, - and 
thereby ' make -Shipwrack- of '6ur 
Faith"-and Holy 'Profcflion, or fo 
endifnger 'our ſelves that we 'can 
hardly be brought off again. 

I might in the laſt place cake no- 


tice of a PlauGble Conceit which '| 


hath been growing up to/a confide- 
rable time, 'and how hath the for- 
tune to come to ſome ' maturity. 
Not to ſpeak of its reception, ( if 
not its birth ) among ſome Foreign 


Authors, chiefly Socmans, it feem- * 
ed among our ſelves to be favourd 


by that Learned, but Wavering, 
Prelate who writ the Liberty of Pro- 
pheſying, and afterwards by another 
_ of his Order who compos'd * The 
Naked Truth. Lately it hath been 
revived by the Author of the Naked 
GoFel- and {ince more particularly 
tully and diſtinctly ic hath been 

: Chaps +, Concerning the Articles of Faith. ; 
main- 
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mMaintaind by the late Publiſher of 
the Reaſonablenefs of Chriſtianity, as 
deliver d in the Scriptures. He gives 
it us over and over again in thefe 
formal words, / viz. that . nothing i 
required to be believed by any Chriſtran 
man but this, that Jeſus is the Meſſiah. 
He' contends that there is no other 
Article of Faith-neceflary co Salva- 
tion; this is a Full and Perfect 
Creed, 'and no perſon need concern* 
himſelf in any other. This cakes 
up about three quarters of his book, 


'#- for he goes through the Hiſtory of 


the Evaneeliſts ard the' As of the 
Apoſtles, according to the order of 
Time (as he thinks) to give an 
account of this Propoſition, But 
yer this Gencleman forgot, 'or ra- 


ther wilfully omitted a plain! and 


obvious paſſage in one of the Evan- 
peliſts, Go teach all nations, baptt- 
&ing them tn the name of the Father, 
68 H 2 and 
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and of the Son, and of the Holy GhePt, 
Mat. 28. 19. From which 1t is plain, 


that: all Proſelites -to Chriſtianity, 


all that are adult Members of the | 
Chriſtian Church, muſt be taught, 

as well as baptized, into the Faith 
of the Holy Trinty, Father, Son, | 


and Holy Ghoſt. And if they 
muſt be taught this DoCtrne (which 
15 the peremptory Charge and Com- 
miſhon here given to the Apoſtles, 


Go teach, &c.) then it is certain that = 
they muſt belzeve ir, for this Teach- '; 


PREP Or EY xo = RF MF WW : 


ing is in order to Belief, This: F- 


will be denied by none, I ſpppole, 


and. conſequently more 15 required 


to be believed by Chriſtian men, 


and Members of Chriſt's Church, 


than that Jeſus i the Meſſiah. You | 
fee it 15; part of the Evangelical 


Faith, and ſuch as is neceſſary, ab- 
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{olutely neceſſary, to make one a ! 
Member of the Chriſtian Church, ' | 
od 
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to believe a Trinity in Unity in the 
Godhead ; or, in plainer terms, that 
chough God 1s One as to his Eſſence 
| and Nature, yet there are Three 
Perſons in that Divine Eflence, and 
#F char theſe Three Perſons are really 
| the One God: for we can't ima- 
1 gine that Men and Women ſhould 
be”required to be baptized into the 
Faith and Worſhip of any bur che 
Only True God. This Epitomi- 
zcr of the Evangelical Writings lefr 
out alſo that famous Teſtimony in 
4. John 1. x. In the beginning was the 
Word ( Chriſt Jeſus ) and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 
Whence we are obliged to yield af- 
fent to this Article, that: Chriſt zs 
the word of God. And there 1s add- 
ed in Verſe x4. another indiſpenſa- 
ble Point of Faith, v:z. that the 
' word was made Fleſh, 1. ec. thatGod 
- - was Incarnate, the fame with 1 Tem. 
2:1 3. 16. 
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3.16; God ; monjeſtm the, Fleſh, 
And it, follows ih che ſame, Vezſc 
of. rhis firſt Chapres of. St, Zeby, 
thar this VVard 15 the,only. begotten of 


the Father : whence: we are þown, 
to: believe the Eternal, though 10- 


effable, Generation of the Son. of Gd. | 


Our Author likewiſc takes no 00+ 
rice that we are commanded te 

heve the Father and. the my, ] 0hi.14: 
IO, 11. and that ithe Son 1 2 the 
Fatber, - and: the -#ather mm the: Son, 


which expreſſes their Umty.. +: This 


is made an Article of Faith by. our |} 


Saviours . particular and expreſ 
Command. + And.. other eminent 


parts, of Chriſtian; Belief this Wyiegr- 


palles by, without. heving any_rc- 
gard to them, end yet ,pretends. 10 
piclene. che World. with a Compleac 
and Encire Acceynt of all chats 
the matter of our: Faith. unden, thc 


Jy, 


ta.be- 
.ta..ve: 


Golpel,; 'T his,cangor. bur, ſegw) 5- 
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ry..ftrange., and. \unaccountable. to 
any. - man; of, deliberaze; Thoughts, 
and, who, expects. Sincerity; from a 
Writer who ; makes ſome ſhew, of 
ito. ; & | id 


cf - 


ed; Gentleman,, who. with ſo quuch 
induftry amalles, rogether Quotatt- 
qQns out! of. the-Gefþe/s and the: Afts 
of -the poſtles, yet. is not pleas d co 
proceed to:rhe Hpyſ/ps, 4nd to give 


others ; though the; Epiſoles are as 
cankderable apart of the New Te- 
favent as the Goifels and the 4G, 
and. the Pen-men of them were e- 
qually inſpired by the Holy. Ghoſt. 
Gan, there; be any, Realon given of 
this partial dealing? Yes, it is moſt 
eyident to;any. thinking and. conſt- 
Aerate perfon that he purpoſely o- 
mits the Epiſtolary VVritings of the 


- ' Apoſtles becauſe they are fraught 


H 4 with 


4n Account of tham/as he did of the 
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wich Other Funilamental* Dofrints 
beſides that One which he menti- 
ons. There we are inſtrufted con- 
cerning theſe Grind Heads of Chri- 
ſtian Divinity, v:z. the Corrupti- 


on and Degeneracy of Humane Na- 


rure,- with the- True Originab of it 
(the Defetion of our Firſt Parents) 
the Propagation. of Sin' and Morta- 
lity, -our Reſtoration" and} Recon- 
ciliation' by | Chriſt's" Blood ,” the 
Eminency and*Excellency of his 
Prieſthood , - the' Eficacy | of ' his 
Death, the full 'SatisfaCtion there- 
by made tothe Divine Juſtice, "and 
his 'being made an” All-ſufficient 
Sacrifice for Sin: Here are pecu- 
liar Diſcoveries concerning Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs , and our Tuſtifi- 
cation by t, "concerning Electi- 
on, Adoptioh, *Sanctification', or 
the New Birth” and particufarly 
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a'part of it. Here the Nature of 
the Goſpel, and the New Cove- 
nant, the Riches of God's Mercy 
in-the way of Salvation "by Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Certainty of the Re ur- 
reRtion of Humane Bodies; and of 
oe uture Glory, are fully diſplay- 

{ Theſe-are the Matters of Fath 
Nin d'in' the Epiſtle, and they 
are eſſential and integral parts of 
the Goſpel it felf : and therefore tt 
is no wonder that our Author, be- 
ing ſenſible of / this, would not 
vouchſafe to' give us 'an Abſtract 
of* theſe Inſpired Wricings, but 
paſſes them by with fome Con- 
rempt. And more eſpecially ( if I 
may conjecture) he doth this be- 
cauſe he knew that there are ſo ma- 
ny and Frequent, and thoſe fo 1l- 
luſtrious and eminent Atreſtations 
to the DoCtrine of the ever to be 


Adored Trinity in theſe Epiſtles. 


Nor 
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|  Nox.isthisany yacharitabe con: 
the, Reader may. galj]y 
he takes. DOHFR 
char: this Writer, interprets the ;Sor 


of God taibe,po-more.than che; Me; 
If Dig | 


fob.z; he,cxpoungs Tebn: 
after: the: ;Ancitrinicarian; made; 


wherees;gancrally| Divines: under: | 


ſtand,pme;.pars, of; thoke, words 
COnGarrung ihe Diyzuty 
FiO He makes: Chrift and {dan 

to1be.the, Fors of God. in. the fame 
ſenſey! 93> by thei Bins, 4s the 
Racpwins generally, day; and: ſa, be 
KAETPSEFS - \Tagke 14-355 Jobn 5: 26, 
according yo,their Standaad. When 
he, progeeds-fa mentian gbe 4dpay: 
rages and Benefits of Chrilt's Coming 
into. the world, and. appearing, in 
the fieth, ; he hath, ng one (yllable 
of. bay Sasfying for vs,.,or by his 
Peath: purchaſmg Lite and Salva- 


fignh or any thing that founds hike | 


It. 


of qur I 
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ki, gh ſeveral, other things 

5 0 offered, to, the 
hz: he 1 15 all OVer 
. moreover that 


: to the fe Dark 
 "Antitrinitarians : 
Tf is not the True 
| cocflential with his Fa- 
ther. Foc FIN of this one Paine 
Fey ae all diſparch'd, qur of the 
world, and are made by him Mas- 
yrs to, chis. Cauſe. One could 
ſcarcely 1,gine that a perſon af 
Ingenuity - Good Senſe ſhould 
go this way to work. -Which en- 

Flies ; me. to think chat the Inge- 


nious 
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nious Gentleman who is ſuppos'd 
by ſome to'be' che Author of this 
Treatiſe is not really fo. ' I am apr 
to believe that the world'is impos d - 
upon in. this matter, "for in this 
preſent Attempt there are none of 
= Noble Strokes which are vi- 

ible in thar Perſon's Writings, and 

which have juſtly gaind him a fair 
repute. That Viyacity of thought, 
that Elevation' of mind, char' Vein 
of Senſe" and” Reaſon,. yea and of 
Elocution 'too.which runs through 
his: Works are all extinct here : 
only he begins as 'twere to recover 
himſelf abour. the Cloſe when he 
comes t9' ſpeak of the Laws of 
Chriſtian 'Morality. Some may 
attribute chis' Flatneſs' co' the 11! 
Cauſe he manages ; but for my 
part, I queſtion whether we have 
the right Author, I can't perſwade 
my ſelf but that there is an Error 


of 
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of the Perſon * at leaſt I will cha- 
ritably preſume ſo, becauſe I have 
ſo good an. opinion of the Gentle- 
man who writ of Humane Under- 
franding and Education. 

- But what is the ground of the 
foreſaid Aﬀertion ? What makes 
him contend for One Single Arti- 
cle, with the Exclufion of all the 
reſt ? He pretends it 1s this, that 
all men ought to underſtand cheir 
Religion. And I agree with him 
in this ; but I ask him, may not a 
man underſtand thoſe Articles of 
Faith which I mentiond out of che 
Goſpel and Epiſtles, if they be ex- 
plaind to him, as well as that One 
which he ſpeaks of 2 Why then 
muſt there be but One Article, 
and no more 2 But he, notwith- 
ſtanding this, goes on, and urges 
chat there muſt be nothing in Chrt- 


' Ttranity that is not plain, and ex- 


aCtly 
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aMy level to all' mens'Mother-wir 
2nd'' common apprehenſion. ' For 


* God onifidered thei piqy of the world, 


and the balk of mankind © the C briſti- 


an Religion 15 ſurted fo ultar Capacts 


: tres, and 'hath only *:fach Articles | 


as the [ahoaring and ilhterate man may 
comprehend.” © The Writers and Wran- 
glers in Relizron full it wath Niceties, 
and dreſs 'it up with Notions, ( vis. 
the Trinity, -Chriſt's SacisfaCtion, 
ec. ) which they make neceſſary and 
fundamental parts of it. But the bulk 
of mankind have not leiſure for Learn- 
mg and Logick : and therefore there 
muſt be no {uch doFtrine- as that 
concerning the Trimty, the! Wcarna- 
tron of the Son of Ged, and the like, 
which are above the capaciry 'and 
comprehenſion of the'Viulgar. And 
in the Entrance of hisbook he hath 
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the Scriprutes are 4 collefrom'of wri- 
timgs 'dlefrgnell by Gotl for the infirattis 
oh 'of the «iterate bulk 'of mankind, 
( for he 8' much taken with 'this 
pbraſe, you fee, the bulk of mankmd) 
whereby he underſtands the Feno- 
tart and Unlearned Multirude, rhe 
Mb, 'as he calls it in another place. 
Surely this Gentleman is afraid of 
Captain Tom, and 1s going to make 
a Religion for his Myrmidons : 
and to pleaſe them he gives them 
as little of this kind as he poſhbly 
can, he contraCts all into One Ar- 
eicle,and will trouble themwirh no 
more. Now then the ſum of all 
chat he aims at is this, that we muſt 
not have any Point of Do&trine 
whatſoever m our Religzon that 
the Mob doth nor at the. very firſt 
naming of tt perfectly underſtand 
and agree to. We are come to a 
fine paſs indeed : the —_ 
0 
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Mob muſt be askd what we muft 
beleve: and. nothing mult be re. 
ceiv'd as'an Article. of Faith but | 
what:thoſe Illiterate Clubmen vote | 
to be ſuch. The Rabb/e are no 
Syſtem-makers , 1i0 Creed-makers ; | 
and therefore away with Syſtems '| 
and: Creeds, and let us have but 
One Article, though it be with 
the defiance of all the reſt, which 
are of equal neceſlity with that 
One. 

Towards the cloſe of his En- 
terpriſe he hath a fling ( and that 
a Shrewd one ) at the Deſſenters, 
telling them that * therr Congregati- 
ons and their Teachers OTE not 
the Controverſues at this time ſo warm- 
ly managd among them. Nay the | 
Teachers themſelves have been |; 
pleas'd to make him their Confeſſor, * 
and, to acknowledge to him that 
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they underſtand not the difference 1 in da- 
bate beriveen them. Why 2 becauſe 
they. ( as well as the Conformiſts ) 
have Obſcure Notions and Specu- 
lations, ſuch as Fuſtefication, | the 
Trmity, Satisfattiong 8c. terms that . 
all: che bu/k of maxkind are unac- 
quainted with : - whereas Religion 
ſhould have no Difhculries and My- 
Nteries in it. The very Manner of 
every” thing in Chriſtianicy muſt 
-be clear and intelligible, / every 
chmg muſt be preſencly compre- 
.hended by the weakeſt noddle, or 
elſe it 1s no part of Religton, cſpe- 
cially of Chriſtamty, which yet is 
calls the * Myſrery of Gealineſs: but 
this being in the Epiſtles, ic is no 
great matter ; we are not to mind 
what they fay. 
i Thus we- ſee what 1s the Rea- 
ſon why he reduces all Belief ro 
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chat. one Article before rehearſed: | 


_ as if the other Main Points which 


1 produced: were not as eafily learnt 


and wnderſtood as This ; as if there 


were any thing more difficult in 
chis Propofition. '{ The Father, | 
Son:and Holy Ghoſt are One God, 
or Divine Nature ] than jn that 


other o Jeſus is the Meſhah ].. Tru- 
ly if there be any Difficulty, it ts 
in this latter, for here ts an He- 


brew word firſt to be explain'd be- 


fore the Mob ( as he tiles it ) | 


can underſtand the Propoſition. 


Why therefore doth chis Author, 
who thinks 1t abſurd * to talk Ara- 
bick to the Vulgar, talk Hebrew to 
them , unleſs he be of opinion 
( which no body elſe 1s of ) that 
they underſtand this Language bet- 
ter than that? Or , ſuppoſe he 
tells the Rabble chat Meſſiah ſignt- 
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fies? Anomted, what then 2 Unleſs 
he -explains that word to them, 
It 15 {ti]] unintelligible. So thar 
1t-appears hence that this Article 
which he hath ſpenc ſo much time 
about, is no more level to the un- 
derftanding of the Vulgar chen 
that of che Holy Trimty, yea it is 
not ſo much. 

To conclude, this Gentleman 
and this; fellows are reſolved to be 
Unitarians ; they are for One Arti- 

cle of Faith, as well as One Perſon 
' 4n the Godhead ; and there is as 
much reaſon for one as the other, 
| thar is, none at all. But it: doth 
: not become me : perhaps to pro- 
* nounce this ſo peremptorily, and 
cherefore I appeal to the Judictous 
and- Impartial Reader ; defiring 
him.co judge of what I have ſug- 
_ geſted. Bur rhis 1 will fay, it 
theſe Learned men were nor highly 
L 2 _ pre- 
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prejudiced and ptepoſlefled, . they 


would diſcern |-27 Evil and Miſ- 
chief of their Afﬀertion : chey would 


perceive that when the Catholick 


Faith: is thus brought: down'to One 
Single Article, it: ed ſoon be. re- 


duced : to aberk : the Uni wil 
dwindle into a Cypher, - | 
The Proper Remedy here /15. to 
con(ider that 'it 1s. unlawful :* 
add: (unto, or damn ifh ougbt fron: the 


Wructen Word: yea, - a. Care. 15 


threatned againſt thoſe thar + add 


to or take away fromthe Scriptures; 
for i 1t be crtminal, and deſerves 
a:Curſe to deal thus with the beok 
of Deuteronomy. or of: the Revel atton, 
then by the ſame; reaſon thoſe that 
add to or detraf: from any, -other 
_ part. of rhe Holy 'Scriptures! ate 
undeniably guily, and are obnox- 
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hope ſuch as practiſe the /atrer will 
ſeriouſly think of it, and for the 
future believe chemſelves concern'd 
co embrace 41] rhe neceſlary and 
fundamental Articles of Faith, as 
well as One of them. 
Thus i have briefly diſcoverd 
the Biting: and Sources of therſm, 
and I have endeavourd all along 
( more or leſs ) to ſtop them up, 
and hinder the current of them. 
Now, for the cloſe of all, let me 
add theſe Inferences from che whole, 
I. We ought to bewall che 
ſpreading Atheiſm - of this Age 
wherein we live. Of old there 
were but few chat openly pro- 
felsd it. There are reckond up 


four ſeveral ſorts or forms of A- 


theiſm by a late * Learned Wri- 


| ter, viz. Anaxtmandrian, Demucrt- 


ck, Storcal, Stratomcal , and yet 
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there was ſcarcely one of theſe that 
was a downright denying of a God, 
Some have given Dzagoras, T heods- 
rus, Protagoras, the title of Atheiſts, 


and have thought them to be abſo- | 


lutely ſuch : bur others, upon a 


ſtrict ſearch, are of opinion, that 


they deſervd not chat infamous 
Name ; yea, they find that they 
were great Aflerters of a Deity. 
The fir{t of theſe was accuſed of 
Atheiſm, and banithd for ic by the 
Athemans; not that he denied a God, 
but becauſe he derided the Fcigned 
Gods of his tume, whom the Athe- 
mans had ſuch a reverence for. The 
ſecond: paſſes for an Atheiſt ; but 
thoſe who have narrowly enquired 
into things tell us, that he got thar 
Name becauſe he ſpoke againſt the 
Idolatrous Worſhip of the Grect- 
ns, and had a kindneſs ( it is pro- 
pable) for another Religion : for 

being 


l 
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being a Cyreman, and acquainted 
with - King Prolomee, he came to 
have ſome Intercourſe with the 
Jews of Alexandria, and had ſome 
notice of the True God. The 
third was reputed and calld by 
ſome an Atheiſt becauſe he doubt- 
ed of the Truth and Reality of the 
Gentile Gods. So Anaxagoras (ano- 
ther Greek Philoſopher ) was ar- 
raignd for Atheiſm by the 4then:- 
ans becauſe he denied the Sun to be 
God, and freely difcoursd againſt 
the other Pagan Deities. Thus the 
malicious Accuſers of Socrates repre- 
ſented him as an Enemy 'to the 
Gods: part of the Crime charged 
on him, and for which he was 
condemn'd, was his ſpeaking againſt 
the Traditions 'and Fables of the 
Poets concerning the Gods, and his 
declaring them to be Jewd and 
wicked. To give this Great Man 
I 4 his 
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his.due, he was fo far from being 
an. Acheiſt, that he djed a Martyr 
£Or a Deity. Only to gratifie the 
Vulgar, and that he might not go 
off unlamented, after he had drank 
his Poifon he requeſted his Friends 
to, offer a Cock for him to Xſcula- 
prus. Some os Democritus into the 
Catalogue of the Ancient Atheiſts, 
but if we read his Lite in Laartine, 
we ſhall find that they have litcle 
reaſon. to do fo. _—_ 1s the 
mott ſuſpicious. man of all, and Lu- 
czan may be joind with him, the 
former a ſerious, the latter a jocu- 
lar Atheiſt, 

Bur it is ſad to conſider that the 
number of this fort of men hath 
been exceedingly: augmented ſince, 
ys David Perron undertook in the 
preſence of King, Henry.the Third 
of France, to proye that there 1s 
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no God. . Merſemnus, in his Com- 
mentary. on Genefis, tells us, that 
in the. Year when he wrote it, viz. 
1623. there. was a vaſt mulkorade 
of them in France : there were at 
leaſt fifry thouſand Atheiſts in the 
City of Paris at that time, and. in 
one houſe ſometimes a dozen were 
to be found. A worthy * Author, 
whom I had occaſion to mention 
before , acquaints us on his own 
Knowledge, that Atheiſm was ve- 
ry common: and rampant in moſt 
parts of Italy, Not to mention 
Machiavel, Arete, &c. 1t cannot 
be denied that Vazenus openly de- 
clared and profeſs d himſelf an A- 
theiſt, and died fo at the Stake. 
Indeed 1.am apt to ſuſpect thoſe 
who tell us ——_ are ſcarcely any 
of this Perſwaſton in the World. 
Thus + one declares that be bath 


— 


. * In his Europe Speculum. + An Eſlay in in a Lone 
from Oxford. 
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travelled many Countries, yet could ne- 
ver meet with any Atheiſts, which are 
few if any : all the noiſe and clamour 
againſt Caſtles in the Air, 1. e. ſuch 
and no other he fancies them to be. 
Bur to come nearer, our Qwn Na- 
tion hath produced too many of 
this kind. Even in this Civilized 
Chriſtian Proteſtant Country there 
are thoſe that are infected with this 
Curſed Infidelity, and defie all Re- 
ligion and a God. © - It is an unque- 
{tionable Truth, that there are in 
this great City of the Kingdom 
conſtant Cabals and Aſſemblies of 
Profels d Atheiſts, where they de- 
bate the Great Point of the Exi- 
ſtence of an Infinite Spirit that go- 
verns the World, and in the cloſe 
determine in the Negative. I have 
ſometime accidentally happend in- 
to the Company of, and held Dil- 
courſe with ſome that acknowledge 
they belong to chat Society ; and 
CY. they 
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they haye not been aſhamed co own 
whatever 15;Hone 1n. it. Mr. Hobbes 
is their Great, Maſter and Lawgi- 
ver. I, find that they pay a huge 
reverence to him. If they acknow- 
ledge any. Devine T being, it is He, If 
they own any Scriptures, they are 
his Writings. The Language that I 
lately mer with from the mouth of 
one that was, I ſuppoſe, a Well- 
wiſher ( according to his poor abili- 
ty ) to Mr. Hobbes $ Mathematicks, 
was this, His Leviathan ui the beſt 
3 Book in the world next to the Bible : 
1 He himſelf was a Man of great Pety, 
| .and is ſpoken againſt by none but the 
| Prieſts. And whom do they ( for 
| this man ſpeaks the ſenſe of the reſt) 
mean by Prieſts but the Miniſters of 
Religion 2 So they would have a Bz- 
ble and Prety wichout theſe ; which 
1s as much as to fay, they would 
have neither of them. But indeed 
this man had a way of being ſome- 
thing 
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thing more plauſible then his Fel. 
lows, and would vouchfafe to men- 
tion the Bib/e and P:ety,” and there- 
by ſeem as it were toallow of ſuch 
things ; whereas Others are wont to | 
laugh ar thew as well as at the Per- | 
ſons they call Prieſts, for they po 
together. I may fay truly, it is 
grown #aſhizable to 'deride what- | 
ever 1s Sacred, and to talk like an 
Atheiſt. In ſome Companies it ſhall 
be queſtiona'd whether a Perſon be 
a Gentleman if he does not give 
Proofs of his being Prophane. To | 
defend che wildeſt Principles, and } 
to ridicule Religion, is counted one | 
certain 'mark of a Wit. He that 
doth not ſhew his Raillery againſt 
Virtue and Goedneſs, and ſpeaks 
not contemptibly of God and Re- 
ligton, .is not a Man of Parts. This 
ss the Sentiment and: Perſwaſion of . 
agreat part of this Nation. I would 
not libel the Land of var Nativity ; 


yea, * 
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yea, -1| rather heartily ' with thar 
har: I: have: faid on this occaſion 
mughe receive a Confuration. But 
i 15 too evidenr that'T ſpeak truth ; 
it is t00. manifeſt co be Fenied chac 
there are every where confiderable 
numbers' of men who' openly re- 
aounce the Exiſtence-of :God.' ' Da+ 
vids Arheift was modeſt, and on- 
ly / aid in bis Heart, There -1s no God ; 
an whigh account foe) Acheifticed 
Spirits now-a-days may think per: 
haps:he deferved the Tithe of Fool 
whidh the Pfalmiſt gives him. But 
theſe count theinſelves a }ſ#r rank 
of Atheiſts, becauſs they ſay this 
with ther mouths, and ſpeak ic aloud, 
audibly vrodaiming their Opinion, 
and bemg'very zealous toigam Pro- 
felytes. «0 Wl 08 
2, Letus abhor the. Guandals and 
Society of thoſe Perfons: whom 'we 
know to:be'of this CharaGter. And 
rruly they are very Common, — 
ere 
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where./; It is prodigious. to ſee how 
they daily encreaſe. There is ſcarce- 
ly a Town where thereare not ſome 
chat may juſtly be reckond. in this 


number. Donot miſtake me. There 


le who are 


ate ſome: deluded. Pe 
apt to.cenſure all as:ztherſts that are 
| not of their: way. The * Primitive 
_ Chriſtians 'were: thus 'ftigmatized, 
and uſually.called by that name be- 
cauſe they. did not comply with the 
Pagan Worſhip and Ufages. It a 
_ diſeourſes not. new to 
ſome mes fond Notions and Bigo- 
riſms ; if; he; ſpeaks againſt their 
ſuperſtitious: PraCtices, -he-preſent- 
ly hath. this Brand ſet upon: him. 
There are thoſe that call-all Perſons 
Atheiſts and Hypocrites that; hold not 
the ſame Principles with ithemſelves. 
Yea, it a man: be a gfeat:Stutdent in 
Philoſophy , ſome weaker / People 
may be apt:to fix this Character on 


- * Juſt. Mart. Apdl. 2, 


him. 
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him. As - heretofore all. chat had 
Skill in Mathematicks were ſaid and 
thought to deal in Art Magick ; fo 
in the opinion of ſome at chis day 
men. of great. Art and Learning are 
voted. Atheeſts by them, and almoſt 
every Phyfician hath this Cenfure 
paſt on him by men of weak minds. 
But I hope -none of thoſe I now 
ſpeak to are ſo-unwiſe and weak, or 


at leaſt not fo uncharitable and cen- 


ſorious as to beſtow this Ignomini- 
ous Epithet on thoſe to: whom it 
doth not belong. By an 4therft or 
a perſon very much diſpoſed to be 


ſo, I mean one that hath an Enmi- 


ty to the very notion ,of :a Divine 
Infinice Being, a Supreme [mmatre- 


rial Subſtance, that is the Soveraign 
Author of 'Nature, and che Firſt 
Cauſe of: all chings, from whom 


all things were, and on whom they 


- depend. I mean ſuch a one as owns 


no Allegiance to this Divine Ruler 
and 
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and Soverfiign, and.an! lus Words 
and Actions diſcovers\this 'to 'the 
World. And accordingly he is one 
that acknowledges:notithe) Infinice 
Power., Wildom, 'Gnodneſs,: and 
Juſtice' of God in the. Go 


| Vernment 3 
of all-things: he ſpeaks .irreverently | 
of all that- appertains] toiReligion | 
and. Godlinefs : he:langhs it -che 
profound | Myſteries/and fublime 
Doctrines of /Chriſttanicy:- he | en- 
deavours! always tor; daniniſh: the 
[teem of. Sacred thingsi:i yea, he 
will be jeſting and drollmg on chem . 
if he hath any Talent; rhac way. If 
he. be open-hearted,- and:not upoh 
the Reſerve, he will tell chem that 
Religionas a mere Invention of Po- 
litick Heads: to awe the'Mulcitude, 
and to keep the World in good or- 
der. /-He 15! one thar blaſts Religi- 
on with the ignommious Tithe of a 
_ Popular Cheat, and labours to'per-* * 
{wade others to do the like, Where 
7” "+ 4000 
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you find theſe Characters in any 
perſon, you may conclude without 
breach of Charity, that he 1s an 
Atheiſt, 

And it 1s the Company of ſuch 
that I.exhort you to beware of, and 
wholly to avoid. It is almoſt incre- 
dible that ſuch great numbers ſhould 
be every day led away with this e- 
nis Fatuus, and plungd into Bogs 
and Mire, never to be pluck d out 
thence. Therefore take heed what 
Society you mingle your ſelves with 
1n this Dangerous Age. Sit not with 
the known Deſpiſers of God and 
Religion, for they will inſenſibly 
in(till cheir poifon into you. By fre- 
quent aſſociating with them you 
will learn to reſemble them. Where- 
fore fly from them as from a Ser- 
pent, and be not prevaild with by 
any Entreaties or Threats to hold 
Correſpondence with them. Aſſure 


your ſelves of this, that the Title of 
| K - Atheiſt 
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Atheiſt is the moſt Reproachful and 
Dereſtable one imaginable, though 
ſome of late who glory 1n their 
ſhame entertain other thoughts. 


Nay, ſome of thele Perſons - 4 


ro be parcly ſenſible of it, and change 
che name into that of Deift, At this 
day Atheiſm it ſelf 1s {lily call d De- 
z{m by thoſe that indeed are Atheiſts. 

aaa they retain the thing, yet 

y would diſguiſe it by a falſe 

me, and thereby hide _— Het- 
nouſneſs of it. But let us not be 
deceived and blinded by pretended 
Shews, but throughly apprehend 
che Vileneſs of this Opinion which 
ſome endeayour to palliate, It is a 
very denying the Creed of Nature, 
it is a Renuntiation of that which 
the very Devils belteve, and trem- 
ble at. It is briefly but fully repre- 
ſented 5 in OL. Cy Jprian $ Wenes, * * This 


"ne of yl detiet nolle agnoſcere quem ignorare 
on poſſis. De Vanit. Hol. 


( ſaith 
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(ſaith he) the ſum of this moſt het- 
nous Crime, that thoſe who are guilty 
of it wilfully refuſe to acknowledge Him 
whom they cannot be ignorant of. For 
cheir own Beings and Natures fur- 
niſh them with Arguments for a 
God: and if they did not obſti- 
nately ſhut their eyes, they muſt 
needs behold a Deity. Therefore to 
be Atheiſts, or without God im the 
world ( as the * Apoſtle ſpeaks) can- 
not but be a Great Prodigy ; it 1s 
Unaccountable almoſt ( it the De- 
generacy of Mankind were not fo 
great as it 15 ) that the World it ſelf 
ſhould not - adminiſter to mens 
Thoughts ConviEtive Arguments 
of a Divinity. Whence it hath been 
obſerv'd by a very Wiſe Man, that 
there never was any Miracle 
wrought by God to convert an 
Atheiſt, becauſe the Light of Na- 
ture might have led him to confeſs 


— her. 


* Ephe. 2. 12. 
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a God. This ſhews how deteſtable 
and pernicious Atherſm is; and much 
more might be ſaid to this purpoſe. 
Wherefore I hope I:necd not mulci- 
ply words when I call upon you ro 
keep out of the Company of thoſe 
men who you know are inteCted 
with this hellifh Poiſon. 

2. Let us labour to work in our 
ſelves and others a profound Senſe 
of that Great God with whom we 
have to do. Generally the Belief of 
a Deity 1s from Cuſtom and Edu- 
cation, becauſe it is the Perſwaſ1on 
of the Place and the Perſons we 
converſe with : but we ſhould not 


content our ſelves with this, but - 


arrive to the Knowledge of the true 
Grounds and Reaſons of this Belict. 
Sceing this is the Firſt rhing 1n 
Religion, and no Man can be Re- 
Iigious and Vertuous unleſs he be- 
Heves there 15 a God, let us fortifie 
'our Mmmds againit Atheiſm by thoſe 
leyc- 
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teveral Arguments and Confiderations 
which are wont to be propounded 
by Learned and Religious * Writers : 
chat we may as throughly be per- 
{waded of this Great Truth as of 
our own Being, which a Great Phi- 
loſopher makes one of his Firſt and 
Indubitable Principles. 

Bur eſpecially view the Works of 
the Creation, and perſwade your 
{elves of this, that a Material World 
without an Immaterial Cauſe of it; 
is mere Nonſenſe. Look abroad, 
and behold the Heavens and the 
Earth, and all the Furniture of 
them ; there you may believe a Dei- 
ty, becauſe you do as twere ſee it. 


| The Creator is made viſible by his 
' Works. Every thing in the Senſible 


- World is an + Image, a PiCture, a 


* Fab. Favextini Diff. 4. adv. Atheos: Tho. Campa- 
* nella Spizel Scrutin. Atheiſmi. Muller. Atheiſmizs devi- 
* Aus. fan. & Foach. 7 ans D:/putat. contr. Atheas. Dr. 
* More, Mr. Smith, Sir Charles Wooley, Dr. Teniſon, (now 
2 Archbiſhop of Cant. ) Dr. Cudworth, Dr. Barrow. 
] + E1xar, &Swney, Tyr. Plato. 
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Footſtep of the Deity. From this 
Exquiſite Fabrick we infallibly ga- 
ther the Exiſtence of its All-wiſe Ar- 
chite&t and Moderator. Of which 
I ſhall give the Reader a particular 
Demonſtration in a ſhort time. 
And that you may effeCtually extir- 
pate Atheiſm out of your minds, 
frequently peruſe the H. Scriptures. 
Read God in his own Book. There 
you will certainly inform your ſelves 
concerning the Superintendence of 
Spiritual or [mmaterial Agents, V:z.. 


There you will meet with thoſe 
Wonderful Operations and Events 


which can no ways be folyd with-. 


out granting an Omnipotent and 
All-wile Diſpoſer of things. And 
there you will find this Supreme 
Governour of the World commu- 


nicating his Will and Pleaſure to * 
Mankind. 1] queſtion not but one 


great 


Angels, which makes way for the. 
Belzet of a God, who 1s a Spirit, 


; 
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great Reaſon {and I might have 
mentiond it among the reſt } why 
men are fo difpofed to be Atherfts, 
15 becauſe chey never, or very ſe 
dom, conſult chis Holy Volume : 
they refuſe to hear God Himtfelf 
peaking to.them in theſe Writings. 
Wherefore I recommend to you the 
ſerious and frequent reading of thes * 
Bible as che mo(t eftectual means: 
co confirm you in the Belief of a 
Deity. Affure your felves that this 
Book 1s the beſt Antidoce againit 
Atheiſm. 

4. and laſtly, Labour to be tru- 
ly Religious and Holy 5 beg the 
Divine Aſſiſtance to kanCtifie you 
in your Hearts and Lives ; and 
thereby you will be let 1nto the 1n- 
tumare knowledge of this Grand 
Verity which I have been diſcour- 

| fing of. You will then more ſenf1- 
- \} >-bly underſtand and be convinced of 


iſ 
' it than by all the Arguments that 
can 


| 
} 
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creas'on the contrary) 
fanGtified 'Minds:- ind Pr 
Lives deſpiſe and ſcoff at that::of 
which they have-no experience, and 
will not. believe 'the Exiſtence and * 


. Strive: then by an Inward Bx- 


- 


- periment/to confuce- Acheiſm :' fo - 
that you-rfay not have any Inclina- 


tion.to ſay' mn your hearts. ( yn '4 


O'-not-.utter' 1t- with *your : 
ei no God, but that, 


you may beſo ſtrongly convinced © 
of ;xhe contrary Trutkizhac' you may 
be able to afferr ic-withia/ firm and 
aken Belief, a df bin al inter- 
ſenſe of it-on your'-hearts, to 
tothe whole. 
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